Piri a ſhort ERS of that COUNTRY, 
an Account of the attempts of the SCOTGH 
NATION to ſettle a COLONY in that 
. Place, a Relation of the many Tragical Di- 
faſters which. attended that Deſign; with ſome 
Practical REFLECTIONS upon the whole. 
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By the Rev Mü. FRANCIS BORLAND, ſome- 
time Miniſter of the Goſpel at Gr.as8r0kD;; and one 
of the Mioiſters who went along with the laſt Colony 
to D ARIE N. 
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Written moſily in the Year 1700, While the Abr hon 
was in the AMERICAN RECGCIONS.— To which is 
added, A LET TER to his eee 
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Hac olim meminiſſe Juvality .- x 
Drur. viii. 2. 15, 16.— T alt enen al tha way "ny 
which the Lord thy Cod led thee, thro' that great and terri= © 
ble wilderneſs, to humble thee, and to prove the; ud; „ „ 
As thee gaad at thy latter en. 
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HE Reverend Francis BokLAND, author 


of the following narrative, ſon to Mr. John 
Bend of Croſshouſe in the pariſh of Eaſt-Kil. 
bryde, was ſettled. miniſter of Glaſsford, a little af 1 
ter the Revolution. Ia that pariſh he was greatly © 
beloved. In 1699, he and three other miniſters, 


upon an appointment of the commiſſion of the Ge- 
neral Aſſembly, went along with the laſt Scotch Co- 
Jony to Darien,  ' After many dangers and hardſhips 
which he bas particularly deſcribed, ſurviving far 
the greateſt = of his aſſociates in that unfortunate 
expedition, he returned to Glaſsſord, where he con- 


rinued to exerciſe the miniſtry 1 ou W which 
1 wht in 17224 


Hz was very dillpent in 805 work of :M tes 
Glaſsford pariſh was of great length, and the kirk ,/ 


© ſituated at one end of it : A circumſtance on ac- 
count of which there were few months that he did 
not preach one or two week days in ſome part of the 
: 3 that was far from the. ordinary place of -pub- 


ick worſhip. He catechized his people ance at leuſt 


in the year. He uſed to begin his diets of exami- 


nation at the further end of the pariſh,” And who- 


ever was hindeted from vun at ons dich, bad to 


attend at the next. 
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very little art appears in, the compoſition, ters is 
ſuch a variety of obſervations on the natural hiſte 
of Darien; on the politics of the Scotch at that time, 
on the diſpenſations of providence, and on the dee 
pravity of the human heart, as muſt edify and en- 
| rertain every attentive reader, 
j % TT 2 525 „„ 8 5 
Tu ſubject of this publication is imp t. if aa 
affair that engaged the attention of the whole naten 
is allowed to be ſo. Very much like the fatal © ñ 
SZBiouth Sea Scheme in +1720, it was a; bubble 
chat occaſioned many vain hopes and man gear 
37 loſſes. „ The people of Scotland,“ fays Biep 
L Burnet, * loft almoſt two hundred thouſand /poungs 
MoH? _ « ſterling upon the project, beſides all the imagiua- 
ry treaſure they had promiſedthemſelyesframity 
The miſcarriage of this undertaking was partie in- 
puted to King William's averſion to it; Who, con- 
vinced, it ſeems, that the ſettlement of a Scoteh Co- 
lony in Darien would be contrary to his treaties with 
Spain, had ſent orders, ſecretly indeed, to the Eug- 
liſh plantations, to have no intercourſe with the 
Scotch coloniſts at Darien, Whatever were the 
political cauſes of ſo great a diſappointment, the ef- 
fects were evident. The nation was impoveriſhed ; .. 
the complaints of the people againſt the Engliſh were 
louder than uſual ; and the patriotic ſpeakers in the ' 
Parliament, ſuch as Mr. Fletcher of Salton and Lord eg 
Belhaven, employed their eloquence: in laying open 
the artifice and jrjuſtice that were practiſed by the 
Engliſh in oppoſing that enterpriſe. Loxp Beha... 
en, in his noted ſpeech againſt the treaty of au iu ̃ 0 
corporating Union mentions this affair in the follow=- 2 
ing manner, © The firſt notice the Engliſh feem- 8 
© ed to take of ns was in our affair of Caledonia. 
„When they had effectually ruined that deſign, in 
4 manner very well kngwn to the world, he ß 
kept themſelves quiet during the time of our com- 
* plajats on that hedmmeſ . 
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ADVERTISEMENT. - 
Tuis little hiſtory ſuggeſts a very ſeaſonable ad- 
monition to the inhabitants of theſe lands, at a time 
when the moſt alarming aſpect of providence ſeems 

hardly to give any check to abounding iniquity. 

The Lord is manifeſting his great diſpleaſure with 

us; powerful foreign enemies threaten us; our diſ- 

ſentions at home are likely to render us an eaſy prey 

to them: but ſtill, among all the expedients that 
the directors of our public affairs propoſe for better- 
8 Ing our condition, there is not one with reſpe& to 

wy a national reformation. The language of this na- 
rative is, Nay, but except ye repent, ye ſhall all 
litewiſe periſh, Let us remember the fate of theſe 
coloniſts, whoſe wickedneſs was no leſs than their 
misfortunes. Ee Te ENT TOES 


Nor. 3d, 1779. 3 | 1 
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FI paſſages of Providence, and exerciſed with a 


relating te the deſign of Caledonia, And what paſe 
ſages he did not ſee himſelf, theſe be relates as he 


Eye-witnefſes of them when they occurred. And 


Tedonia, that lived to return to his native county; he 


| they happened. He being in this caſe, not unlike. 
one of Job's ſervants and meſſengers, remarkably 


in ſome ſenſe ſay, I only am eſcaped alone to tell 
85 ing account, and theſe not unworthy of . remem- 


| brance, which none now alive, are e to . 
_ a relation of, beſides himſelf. ; 


ing been an Eye-witneſs of many of the tra- 


are of the many calamities that befel bis country- 
men abroad, in the wilderneſs and on the ſea, was 
the more capable to give an account of particulars 


had them delivered by credible perſons, who wers 


the Author being the only perſon of all the mini- 
ſters who were ſent abroad upon the ſervice of Ca- 


reckoneth himſelf, upon that , account, the more 3 
concerned to preſerve the memory of this follow) - „ 
ing hiſtory ; both for his own inſtruction many was - 
as alſo for the ſatisfaction of others, who. may dee. 

fire to be impartially informed of theſe. matters, s 


preſerved from the general calamities, that he may 


thee : There being ſeveral particulars i in this enſu- 


2 Readers of this Ninn will come. RR OE: x 2 1 
ae * * * of theſe many diſmal o. 
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currences of providence, beyond what the writer, 
with many others who ſaw and felt them, and had | 
their pare therein, did meet with, and had the trial FF 
of. Which, if they will duly conſider itꝭ muſt al 
needs ſtir up bowels of pity and commiſeration, to- | 
ward ſuch as they may perceive have been ſo af= FF _ 
flicted and diſtrefled ; and humble thankſgiving to 
God for his diſtinguiſhing goodneſs toward hem 


4 Þ 


ſelves, beyond what ſome of their Countrymen have 4 
met with; beſides other uſeful inſtructions, which 55 
they may learn hence, and are in part hinted at in 5 4 


theſe following Memoirs and reflections thereupon. ; 
MokE OVER, the Author of this relation reck- 0 


ons himſelf deeply obliged in point of gratitude 4 | 32 
his great preferver and deliverer, to preſerve and 2 


leave this following account, as ſome token and mog- * 
nument of his humble gratitude to the Lord God | 


of his Salvation, for the many Wonders of his mer. - : 
&y, diſtipguiſhing favour, and gracious condukt of | 
Eiterty Providence toward” himſelf, beyond man, 1 
others ſtronger and better than he. That e er „ 
who leads the blind in a way they knoto not, led him "= 
by a right way, guided him by many fad calami- | 
ties and ruining difaſters, was bis heater in trou- l 


ble, gave his angels charge over him to keep him in all 
his ways, and underneath were tbe everlaſting arms: | 
and, When he cried unto the Lord in trouble, he _ 1 
beard him and delivered him from his deſtruftions, | © 
and as his day was, ſo he made his ſtrength to be, 


and at length "retur ned him to his own country.— | 0 

Here therefore he deſires to ſet up bis EBENE- 162. 

ZER. Pal. evii. 8. Oh that men would praiſe the. | 
Etrd for his goodneſs, and for his wonderful works 
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Cauſe it was the firſt main land of. America, dilee- 
L vered by the Spaniards, Tha 855 of it Which; 


is ſituate toward the ſontherly part of this. iffhmgs, 


Del upon the north-ſide of this iſthmus. e 


leagpes, and Panama on the ſquth-ſidg,. 1701 ſome e- | 
_ ther diſtance ; and to the ſauth»ward.. 
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Account of the ATTEMPTS of the COMPA- | 
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A tl E N is, A Wk of _ Weck Jodie, 
| upon the main continent of America, Lituanie 
Upon that ſamous iſthmus which joins, the great Pen- 

inſulas of north and ſonth America into one great 
continent. This iſthmus is ſometimes called the ih- 
mus of Darien, ſometimes the iſtbpus.of; Lananme, 


from the name of the chief « city therein ; and mare 


anciently it went by ihe dae of Terra : firma, be- 


. 


Scots ſettled upon, and named CA! 


diſtant about ſixteen leagues from the gulph QA 
rien, or gulph of Uraba,. lying ' fourb-calt; from id, 
its latitude is about. eig l ns northerly... Ip 


| the north i it bath Jamaica, diſtant om it about 200 


| leagues ; : To the eaſtward it. bath, Cart gas A- 
bout 50 leagues off: And 19 the weltwardz -Pargr- 


Maria about 20 leagues. So that, the; ith - 


= dlements v were neighbouring to it bn all IS 225 — 
1 AS : % | | the 
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the north : And indeed it was the great unhap- 


pineſs of our new colony, that it was planted too 


near ſuch bad neighbours, our utter enemies, too 
many and too ſtrong for us, to have to do withal, 


in our weak and infant ſtate, | 
It is a country moſt partly mountainous and hilly, 
and that even to the ſhore, which lierh along ſouth- 


eaſt and north-weſt ; the mountains extend them- 


elves in ridges parallel with the ſhore, the lower 


ridge of mountains being next to, the ſhore, and this 


ridge again backed and intercepted with a higher 
ridge of mountains running parallel with the for- 
mer, with interjacenr valleys and marſhes between 


them; and ſo ſucceſſively, | the farther ivlands| 


you go, ſtill the ridges of mountains aſcend the 
higher. Accordingly I find Geographers generally 
deſcribing this whole American iſthmus, to be full 
of mountains and marſhes, and its air to be conti- 
nually cloudy and dark, and very hot withal, which 


Tenders it very unhealthy, eſpecially in the wet ſea- 


ſon, from April to November inclufively. 


The country is wholly clad with thick and tall 


woods, being a continued forreſt, as the moſt part 


of America is: The trees here are many of them of 
#'vait bigneſs, ſome we obſerved to be of five, ſix, 
and ſeven fathoms about; and nearer the ſhore, ve 


perceived the trees to be bigger than farther up 
the country. The woods here are in ſome places 
very thick, entangled and interwoven with withes, 
ſo that it is very difficult and uneaſy travelling thro? 


them; many of the mountains are very ſteep and 


ſharp, and narrow at the top, much reſembling the 
ridge of a houſe : the valleys for the moſt part about 


this place are not very broad between the moun- 


tains; but by the banks of the little rivers of Acla 
the greater, and Acla the leſſer, there is a pretty 
eonſiderable bounds of valley and plain ground. 


The foil in theſe paris about our ſettlement, is 
generally a ſtrong deep earth and clayey, intermixed 
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wich last is leine plates c if Wee mndai 
tivated, would be abundantly fertile of all that is 


proper for this climate. Along the ſhore here, the 


coalt is generally rocky, with a mixture of -rocks, 
which they call: Coral Rocis, among which alſo are 


| ſome pleaſant bays of ſand, ſcattered up and down. 


One thing abſervable we remarked near the place 


of our fort, That the roots of trees cut downiſome- 
time ago, ſeemed to be . petrified and turned into 
ſtone, reſembling the nature of the rocks by the ſea- 
ſide, and retaining withal the marks and min of 


the grain of the wood in them.” + e 


It was a ſpot of low ground where our men * 


led and built their Fort; a ſort of earth mixed with 
ſand. It was wet marſhy g round about ĩt in the ra- 


ny ſeaſon. Adjacent to A. Fort, there was about the 


ſpace of half a mile level ground, and then the hills. 
aſcended to the eaſt and north-eaſt. To the ſouth- 

eaſt of the Fort lay the Bay, which was the road 
and harbour for their ſhips; This Bay is about three 
miles deep, and about half a mile broad, and in 
ſome places broader. The entry into this barbour 
was difficult and dangerous by reaſon of rocks that 


that lay near the middle of the channel; and it 
was the more difficult and hard getting out of! it, by 
reaſon of the winds blowing right into it, through 
the whole dry ſeaſon, The neck or Pen- inſula of 


land, which made the Bay, was but narrow, about 


a mile over, where broadeſt: and at the head of the 


Bay, far narrower, ſcarce half a mile over: And 
it is about three miles in length. This neck of land 
is from end to end, generally all hilly and very ir- 
regular ground. The hills here, as well as the val 
leys, are all covered with tall and thick woods, and 

| ſome of the hills are clayey ana even to the top, 
and afford free ſtone, | 
Weſtward from-our Fort ada inks e bj aw 


banks of the rivers of Acla the greater, and Acla 
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Mester amd of plaiu ground, apd: among the woods 


hereabont, are many Orange-trees to be. found, 


_=_ which our men uſeal to. Lerch E een e 180 
ne abòile in Caledonia: 97 ol 
The — gre AR " our Fort, os 

1 ſmall. rivnlet, and almoſt half à mile diſtant 

therefrom, which was a: great diſudvantage to our 

men in this place, eſpecially when the Spaniards by 


_ dane approached our: Fort, and intereepted dur wa- 


4ering+place'trom us; for any water which we could 


dig for within the Forty was: dut brackiſh aud un- 
meneme N 10 i $11 


It is pretty ee chav he Trade wits flare = 
Aue: due and ordinary courſe upen this coaſt of 
Darien, as they have in the other ſoathern coaſts 

of Americas For whereas upon other ebaſts, and 
even ſome leagues to the north- ward of Darien, tbe 

true Trade wind blows ordinarily about eaſt. Here 


in Darien, the wind is variable fometimes-at- north, 


and ſometimes at north-weſt ; and in the wet time, . 


often at ſouth and ſouth-eaſt» The reaſon ſeems to 
be, becauſe this coaſt lies: toward the entrance of a 


deep Bay, and becauſe of the high mountains oh. 
the ſides thereof, which may poſſibly mar the eoufſe 
of the true Trade wind. And on this account alſo 

it is, that our harbour of Caledonia was none of the 


moſt commodious; for ſhips could eality get. into 
zit, but not ſo eaſily get oft; again; becauſe in the 
dry time, the wind here is ordinarily” abour north, 
and ſo blows right into the harbour; ſo that ſhips, 


elpecially of a greater bulk, can hardly then get 
out. This, that French ſhip that came into dis 


harbour, in the time of the firſt colony, found ro 


her colt ; when endeavouring to get out, the” was 


forced upon the rocks on the weſt fide of this Bay, 
200 broken to pieces, and ſeveral of her men loft. 
The different ſeaſons of the year ie this” place, 


are the wet time and dry. The wet, or rainy "" 
ſon, begins ordinarily about the latter end of March, 
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and calmneſs of the air in: this time, whence: 


— 


"Rails 9 abies, 8 
or begioiug of (April, and continue ulld the lattet 


end of November. The rains here are ſomeiimes 


very heavy, and läſt ſeveral days together, being 
2ccompanied, with mudii thunder and lightening == 


Ibis wet lea ſon is the moſt ſickly time of the year; 


which is probably cauled'-through- the great ſtillneſs 


ceed: ſulphureous damps and vapours, Ariſiag from 
the marthy and drowned: ground, which render i 

very unhealthy, eſpecially to ſtrange n, 
The dry ſeaſon of the hear begins with Deebtm- N 
ber, and daſts til} about the latter end f Marth 
then rain is ſeldom; eſpecially” neat the ſhore, aud 


rhe ground parched aud dry. Dhedi-atd\cool; fret 


breezes of wind from north and north-weſt, whichi 
diſpel theſe. noiſome vapqurs, purge! the air, and 


render it more healthy than the wet time. Dufing 


this ſeaſon, the heat is preny. moderate and tolerss 
ble; which may be further occaſioned; beeaufe this 
ſy in this country is cloudy for the greater part of 


_ the year, even in this dry time; whereby the het 


reflections of the Sun are much allayed att abated. 


The belt time to plant bereris toward he latter end 


of the wet time, when the rains begiu tao — 


and tlien follows their harveſt! . iht dry time, e. 


ſpecially of their Indian cor. (106m bs 9 10t. 
The Indiansy Who ard the abies of rhitopluce| 


are a poor naked people; contented with their ſtate} 


and ſeldom thoughtful for to mortum, à the = : 


; niſh hiſtorian, e Martyt) obſer vet of Ahern 


in his Decades, Page 254. That they wünt our 

ton ſuperfluities, not having Atabiau odeurs Pere 
fumes and ſtrange ſpices, eontenting themſeltes with 
ſuch things as naturally grow in tlieir dontrry'$4 


they lire more cheerfully, in better beakh, add 


are more luſty and ſtrong in their” old age. They 


have ſmall care to pleaſe their appetites with: divers 


and ſundry dainty. meats: A little ſufficerh them! 


; And jngess there" ic u Nan in. — of ſaßer 


likes, | 
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fluities. ¶ Natura paucis contenta.) They appear 
not to be numerous in this country. They are ofa 
middle ſtature, inclining to the leſs, eſpecially their 


women, and not fo tall, luſty and numerous, as the 


Indians are, in other places of South America. — 


There were no Indians dwelling upon that neck of 


Land where our people ſettled ; but about ſeven 


or eight miles diſtant thence, to the weſtward, there 


are ſeveral villages of Indians, by the brooks of A- 
cla the greater and the leſs; as are alſo to the 


ſouth - eaſt of our Fort, by Caret-bay river. For 
generally the Indians dwell by the ſides of rivers, and 
ule often to waſh themſelves therein, both men and 
women, old and young; which they ordinarily prac- 
tiſe both morning and evening: Being generally all 
both old and young, very good ſwimmers. They 
ſeem to be a pretty cleanly people, both in their 


bodies, and in dreſſing and eating their food, waſh- 


ing before they eat; though withal, they feed after 


a very homely manner, in eating their ſlabberx 


meat with their bare fingers, without ſpoons . 


Their weapons are bows and arrows, and wooden 


ſwords, They practiſe polygamy, eſpecially their 
chief men, who have ſome of them two or three 
wives together. Their women are but of little ſta- 


ture, and marry very young, when about twelve 


years of age, as it is alſo the cuſtom of the Indians 


to do, in other parts of America. Their language 


is a ſort of guttural ſpeech, and difficult for ſtran- 


gers to pronounce. Their houſes are but mean, 
built of timber, all open by the ſides and ends, 


and only covered on the roof with Plantane leafs, 
which are broad and long, to defend from the ſun 
and rain. Their beds are hammocks hung up by 
the wo ends, which they make themſelves of cot- 
ton wool, that grows in plenty here. When they 
go to ſleep by night, they have commonly a fire by 


them, which is uſeful both to keep off wild beaſts = 


from them, and to drive away hurtful damps. 
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labour but little. They © ſubdue” and plant 

ſmall pareels of land, fo much as ſer ves their pre- 


ſent neceſſiiy; ſo that their habifarions are but lit- 


tle open ſpaces cleared, in the midſt of vaſt, thick, 
tall and ſolitary woods, which, like a high wall, en⸗ 


compafleth them round about. They may juſt! 


be compared to an Owl in the defart, and the Pe- 


liean ofthe wildernefs, that de fc fe en e 


of the earth, on more” accounts than” one. The 
main things which they plant and hve'upon, ate 
Plantanes, whereof they make drink as well as 
food, Bananos, Caſſavy roots, Indian corn, Potas 
toes, Yams, &c.. The men are much given to 
hunting and fiſhing, whereby they purchaſe x good. 


part of their food. Their” wives perform the moſt 


bome their proviſions, and dreflip their food. 


They have our ſert of dunghill fowis about their 
houſes. Some of the Indians wear bits of gold 
kung at their nofes, beaten” into thin plates, and 


car-rings of gold. In general, they ſeem' to be 


a pre'ty modeſt ſort of people, conſideriag ihem 38 


wild Pagans, and are for the moſt part, better af- 


fected-; to #ny other nation of Europeans, than'tothie 


Spaniards. AER 


We could not ober ve that they had any religious 


worſhip amoog them; but if they wor ſhip any thing 
it is the devil, whofe vaffals and laves they aße; for 
they have among them ſorcerers and conjurers, wha 


in ſome paris of America are called-/Poawowes; theſe 
they ordinarily ute to conſult, in cheir weighty aud 

difficult caſes; as for inſtanee, if they be fick, if 

they be going to war agalnit their enemigs, if they 
would know the ſuece ſs of futufe events, & Ad 


indeed, ſometimes the devil gives them reſponſes, 
which fall out accordingly ; whereof we had an ex- 


periment while we were in Caledoma; for _ of 
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14 The HIsroxr of the e 
them told us, that ſo many ſhips ſhould come into 
our harbour, and afterwards we ſhould be gone for 


Jamaica: Which came to paſs accordingly. 


Their manner of ſmoaking Tobacco, is pretty 


odd : They make no uſe of pipes, but take the to- 
bacco in leaves, and roll up a long twiſt thereof, a- 


bout an ell long, leaving it hollow in the middle, 
and making it ſmaller at one end than the other; 
then when they deſire to kindle this roll, they fir - 
round, about a dozen of them, in a ring, this roll is 
fired at one end, the other end they put into their 
mouths, and ſo draw the ſmoke. And this roll they 
hand about from one to another, and; when their 
mouths are full of ſmoke, they blow it into one a- 
nothers faces, going thus round the whole com- 
PRDY..: 1 Td be KS 

5 As to what concerns the fruits and product of this 


country, there is little more can be ſaid thereof, 


than what is common to the other Weſt-India plan- 


_ tations in America: For here are to be found, In- 


dian corn, Plantanes, Bananos, Yams, Potatoes, 
Caſſavy roots, (whereof they make very wholeſome 
bread, and yet, which is ſtrange, the juice of this 
root when raw, is rank poifon ; but when boiled, 
becomes wholeſome for ufe) and ſeveral other roots 


uſeful for food. Here are alſo good ſtrong Sugar- 
canes, Cotton-wool trees, Pepper trees, ſuch as are 


common tothe Weſt-Indies, Raccow or Notta trees, 


the fruit whereof is good for dyeing red; there are 
very good Pine- apples, reckoned the moſt delicate 


fruit of the Indies, and very good Melons, with O- 

ranges alſo in ſome places, and Cocker- nut trees, 

Lime trees alſo. 232322 “! 
As for the wild product of this country, there is 


a great variety of trees and ſnrubs, many more than 


Europeans know the names of; among which there 


are Cedar trees, Locuſt and Bullet trees, wild Cot - 
ton trees of a vaſt bigneſs, Cabbage trees, Palmet- 


do trees, Maccaw trees, full of ſharp prickles, like | 


needles, © 
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0 pn 2 Mangrove trees, that grow by the ſhore, 
8 and in the water, as well as out of it, with a vaſt 1 

number more; where it may be obſerved, that ge:: 1 
. _ _nerallyallihe fruits, trees and plants of the Weſt-In- 'F 
5 dies, are of a quite different ſpecies from ours, in | 
— dtuteſe colder European eli mates. It is obſervable al- 
bp to, that much of their wood in the Weſt-ladies, | 
"To is ſo hard and heavy, that it ſinks in the water like © 
„ a ſtone; ſtrangers to theſe parts of the world ma 
3 learn here alſo, that theſe ſouthern parts of the 8 
. world enjoy a continual Summer, the woods and A 
y trees are always green, for as ſome leaves drop off, ; 
1 others are growing on. There is little variation 
- ñ⁶ 8ůbetwixt the leogth of days and nights, but are al- 
5 moſt of an equal length all the year long; and of 

ſome fruits, they reap two crops in the ear. 
* Concerning the Beſtials of this conntry, there is 1 
5 great variety. Here are to be found many wild i 
- Hogs, and Deer in the woods, many Monkies, Mer- 1 
* moſites and Baboons; here are alſo Tygers; here f 
„% is a beaſt called an Ant- Bear- becauſe it feeds alle- 
„ wh verly upon Ants, which it doth, by ſhooting forth 
8 its long tongue upon an Ant bill; and when the 
„%ͤöũ / z crept in full number upon it, this crea- : 
8 ture pulls im its tongue covered with Ants, and ſo it 
- | lives. Here alſo is a remarkable creature called by 
e the Engliſh a Slaath, and by the Spaniards Pigri- 
, tia ; ſo named jultly from the dull, ſluggiſh nature 
e of it, deing of a very flow motion ; it is ſomewhat 
5 haped like a cat, but of a larger body, and hath 
0 very long claws ; it is a great lleeper, and even when 
„ it moves, looks drowſy-like, as if it were half-ſleep- | 
- ing. Here are alſo a great number of troubleſome . : 
6 | inſects, eſpecially the country is full of Ants, Wood- : 
—_ lie and Munketas, all which are common. through 
e 1 the We Indies. „ e SE 1 
I - Here are alſo, great variety of Fowls, particular- CV 
1 1 anmeront flocks of Parrots, and Rene, and Il 
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. Macas; . many ſorts of Sea · Fowis, particularly a 
large Fowl called a Pelican. 

There is. here alſo in the waters, both ſalt and 
freſh, great varieiy and plenty of Fh. Our men 
caught ſome of them, and they found them to be 
| ſweeter and beiter than ours at home. Here is a 
large creature in the waters called a Manatee, and 
by ſome a ſea-· Cu, becauſe its head ſomewhat re- 
ſembles that creature; it is of a yaſt bigneſs, and 
good for food. Here alſo, (near Golden land) 

are many Sea Tortoifes to be caught. This is a 
kind of amphibious creature, living both in he wa- 
ter, and on the land. They catch them in the ſea 
with nets; and at ſome ſeaſons they come a ſhore 
on ſandy banks to lay their Eggs, whereof they lay 
near a Buſhel, and then cover them in a bole which 
they dig in the ſand, leaving them to be batched by 
the heat of the Sun, At theſe times men watch 
them, and turn them upon their backs, and then 
they cannot recover themſelves again. Theſe Tor- 
toifes. are very wholeſome food, and contain ſeveral 
ſorts of meat in them. The ſcamen ſay they have 
three hearts. Some of them are ſo large, as to ſuf- 
fice thirty or forty men to dine upon. There is al- 
ſo here to be found, another ſort of theſe creatures, 
called'Land- Tortoiſe, becauſe they live moſtly upon 
the land; but they are not ſo large as the ſea ones. 
Theſe Torioiſes are in tape ſomewhat nnn 
à Frog. 

As concerning Gold mines in this country, our 
people of the laſt colony did not diſcover any upon 
this ſpot, during their abode there: And I have; 
beard. from an old underſtanding Indian, Capiain 
Pedro, that he knew of none in that place wnere 
the Scots were, but that the Gold mines were near- 
er the ſouth Sea, toward Sancta Maria, and farther 

up the gulph of Darien. 

Some may queſtion, Whether this place of he. 
Scors Settlement be.a healthy country's" es or not, 
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ſo chat an European colony could thrive in it upon 
this ſcore ? In anſwer er e it CEE: be 78. 
marked, me es | 
1. That our counteymen who wenr thicker firſt 
to ſetile, though tor ſome time after their arrival 
there, they were pretty healthy, yet afterwards | 
n very- ſickly, and many of them died. . 
. Our people who went thither abour'a year 
r were generally very ſickly through the Whole 
time of their abode there; and it proved à grave 
to many of them, and that « even in the dry and Mo 
thieſt time of the year, ; 
They ſay that in the wet time here, even rhe 
Todiahs themſelves are ſickly, and keep their houſes. 
And they being a people but few in number, and 
their wives not having many children, feems *5 be 
an indication that this is none of the healthieſt cli- | 
mates. Fr 
4. When the Spaniards came gala us in March 
1700, they all gave jt tbe character of a very ſick- 
I place, and mavifeſted no defire to ſtay there. 
5. After that we had left that place, and the 
Spaniards had taken poſſeſſion of it, in a ſhort time, 
they alſo became very ſickly, and buried many of 
their men there, as I learned by a Tamaica floop, 
that had come from rhencs,, while our thips were 
lying at Jamaica. 
6. Nombre de Dur and Portobel, upon the ſame 
American iſthmus, are both very ſickly places ; ron 


therefore the Spaniards deſerted Nombre de Dios z „ 


and at Portobel, they have but a few inhabitants, 
mainly for the take of the Garriſon there, to defend 
their treaſure tranſported thither from Panama; ſo 
8. meer neceſſity obligeth them to Keep it. | 

. 1 have heard this place, even by old Priva- 
rad themſelves reputed a very fickly place : And 
that when they heard of our ſettling there, oy 
feared u we would not eee in that amen 70 | 


18 1 Te Hisronx 1 ch. 


8. When our people were there laſt, we had this 
experience of it, That ſo long as our men lodged a- 


board the ſhips, they were more healthy; but as 
ſoon as they came aſhore, and took up their abode 


in their huts, they became ſickly, and Pn _y . 


weaker. 
9. Ogilbie, in his hiſtory of America, Page 399. 


ſays of Darien, That though it be of a more tem- f 


perate air than Panama, yet it is much infeſted by 


the unwholeſomneſs of the air, through the many 


ſtink ing damps that ariſe from the muddy pools; 


and the inhabitants are hekly, and never attain to a 


great age. 


10. Collier, in his kiſtorieal Digionary, fays of 
Darien, That by. reaſon of the exceſſive rains 520d 


unwholeſome air, it is not habitable. 


11. But let us hear the teſtimony of a more an- 


cient author, that wrote near two hundred years ago, 
in the year 1514 ; that is, Peter Martyr in his De- 
cades, of the firſt Plantations of the Spaniards in 


America, Chap. IX. Page 222, He faith, That 


upon the north ſhore of that American ilthmus, the 
Spaniards have three colonies, Sancta Maria Anti- 
gua upon the river Darien; and ſecond, Acla, teat- 
ed more weſterly ; and third, Nombre de Dios, to 


the weſtward of the farmer. | But all theſe three 5 


are long ſince deſerted by the Spaniards, j 


Page 127, 128, He ſays of Darien, That the 
air is more peſtiferous than in Sardis : the Spanith 
inhabitants are all pale and yellow, like them that 
have the yellow Jaundice ; which temper of air, 
faith he, cometh not ſo much from the places lying 


near the Equinoctial line, as from the particular po- 
fition of this place, and the nature of the ſoil j; it 
being ſuuate in a deep valley, and environed with 
hills on every fide. And further alſo, the nature 


of the ſoil here being compaſſed about with muddy 
and ſtinking marſhes, the infection whereof is much 


wcrealed by the heat 3 their habitations therefore 
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in Darien, are pernicious, unwholeſome and Oute 5 


en 8 
Again, Page 63. He faith of Darien, Thar ie 


was reported, that the air is there unwhoſſome, de- 


_ caufe that part of the region, lieth in a low valley, 


_ efivironed with mountains and marſhes, Thus far 
Peter Martyr. 


Another reaſon of * enshelen of this 


place, may be, becauſe as was noted above, this 


country lying in a Bay, and being ſo environed with 
mountains,. the true Trade-winds have not their 


free courſe here; and further, in the wet time 


here, it is often quite cy and then the air is molt 


infectious. 


So that it ſeems, i it may ho 270 of — Ag Thou, 
Land, devoureſt men, and eateſt up thy inhabitants. 


No wonder then, though our colony neither did, 


nor could thrive, ſuppoſe no other Enemy in the 
world had moleſted them, 


This preceding account of the Natives; Animals; 


Fruits and Products of this climate, the Author is 


the better capable and able to give, beeauſe he did 


formerly ſojourn for ſeveral years, in the ſouthern 


| pat of America; even in a country nearer the 


quinoctial line than Caledonia in America is, viz. 


In the river of i on the coaſt of Guang, Be 


Lat. 5. Deg. Minutes. : SO SITE 


% 


THE Firſt arrival of . rc at Diddy: with 
£2 2 was about November 2d, 1690. They 
had about twelve hundred men NN They con- 
tinned ſome time upon the place, before they fixed 


upon the particular Spot where to ſettle and build 


8 


their Fort: At length they concluded to ſetile u- 


pon that corner of the neck of land that faceth nigh» 


eſt to the entry into this road and harbour, and cal- 
led it Fort St. Andrew : Aud then, (becauſe they 
were alarmed with reports about the Spaniards pre- 

Frm: 9 9902 Fwy hs wrought. the poor men 
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very hard, even on the Lord's day, as well as other 
days. 

Sometime after their arrival dere * was A 
French ſhip came into their harbour. After ſome 


ſtay here, the ſaid ſhip endeayouring to get out a- 


gain to ſea, ſhe was through the crofſueſs of the 
wind, driven aſhore upon the rocks. on the Weſt- 


_ fide of this Bay: the ſhip ſtaved to pieces, and ſe- 


veral of the men were loſt. This ſhip had on board 
of her, ſome Money and Plate; concerning which 
I have heard ſome ſay, that were then upon the 

place, That ſome of rhe chief of the Caledonian 
officers, made their own gain, by what they could 
ſearch out of the ſaid wreck, after the ſurviving 
French were gone hence; and that this wealth which 


ſome of them acquired by this means, had evil ef- 


fects upon the after ſucceſs and continuance of Me 
colony in this place. 

Among other things that contained ro 5 the ill 
ſucceſs of this colony, this ſeems to have been one, 
that the government thereof was put into the hands 
of many, and not mainly entruſted with one emi- 
nent and well qualified perſon. Accordingly, the 
evil effects hereof ſoon began to appear in this in- 


fant colony, for an evil ſpirit of diviſion ſoon broke 


out among their counſellors and leading men, Quot 
Capita, tot Sententic. This cauſed jarrings, diviſi- 
ons, bitterneſs and miſugderſtandings among them: 
So within'a while, ſome of their counſellors being 
uneaſy, went off and left the place: And a ſelfiſh 
and private ſpirit and intereſt prevailing-among 
them that were left behind, beyond a generous 


minding of the public good; all things ſoon. began. 


* 


to have an evil aſpect with reference to the couti- | 


nued ſettlement and proſperity of this deſign. 
What other moſt remarkable occurrences did at- 
tend them while they continued: in this place, and 
as we learned them from thoſe who were rhen upon 
the pace, were as rollen 
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Son after their atrival, the chief Iudiatis dere. 
eitle 


being friendly to them, welcomed them to ſex 
"in cheir country, and conſented to à Grant, ung 
them of chat place and lands adjacent, our counſel» 


lors farisfying them therefore to thei! ull conte "a 


- 


. J. 3 y #32 Gil N 4 | \ doe |: 5 * 5 
Captaiu Pigcarton, in the ſeaſt of their velſels,; 


with about thirty men on Hoard, going along the 
coaſt, toward ſome of the Hadward lands, ruek 
bis veſfet upon ſome rocks not tar from Carthage» 
na, whereby the became ſo leaky, that they were 
fo:ced to run into Carthagena to ſave their liyes, 


where they were made priloners. by the Spa niards, | 


and had their veſſel ſeized. Some of thoſe men 
were afterward releafed, upon the capitulatiommade. 


with the Spaniards on March 3 1ſt, 1709. 


| They had ove ſmall ſkirmilh with ſome Spaniards .. 
that came down near their vicigityz, either e a 


their condition and ſtrength, or to ſee if they could 

apprehend auy of their ſtraglers in the woods, oc 
2 | . ; of | FALSE 

to entice the Indians to forſake our men. - Ou 


counſellors being informed of this by their friend A 


reighbouriog Indians, ſent forth about à Hundre 


and fifty men againſt them, under the command of 


» 4 


captain Montgomery; and when gur men Had come 
near the place where they darkened themſelves in 


the thick woods, two Spaniards whom they had be- 


fore apprehended, being in company with our men, 
and knowing where their countryoren lay. hid, gave 


a ſhout; whereupon. the Spaniards preſemily_ red 


upon our men, killed about two, ad wounded four- 


teen of them, the Spaniiards preſemily. retieing'z "ſo 
that our men never Fot a ſight of chem, becauſe of 


_ the thickers of the woods; though our med alls fr- 


ed toward them, but could not tell What damage 


their fire had done them. Some Jays altere our 


men apprehended one of their officers,, and haying 


kept him ſome days a priſoner, did ,afteryargs. let 


nim go home, accompanied with. ſome of gur men, 


0 
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our men that conveyed him. were never more 


heard of. 


They were exerciſed with ſore Gas and mor- 
tality among their, men, after they had been ſome 


time ppon the place. They had about ſevent7 


men that died by the way, in their voyage hither : 


But they ſay they buried near three hundred men, 
during rt 


ir ſtay here. Ro 

They had 8 d made prize of fome Peria-. 

gos with Indian corn 15 om the Spaniards upon this 

coaſt, which proved afterwards of great uſe to 

— when ey were in a ſtrait upon their voyage 
_— 


All the ne of their abode here, which was up- 


wards bf ſeven months, they ſay they bad never ſo 
much as one Letter or Veſſel from Scotland, which 


was a great diſcouragement to them, and no good 


policy in our Directors at home. And it was an 


awful frown upon this deſign, the ſhipwreck of that 
Veſſel which was fent from Clyde, about January | 


1699; in order to go for the colony, and it's miſ- 
carrying in the undertaking. 


They had two miniſters fent along with han, 


1 Mr James and Mr Seot. But as they had ſmall 


fort among them, while they were in their com- 
pany; ſo it pleaſed the Lord ſoon to remove them 
from among thoſe that deſpiſed them and their 
work : For Mr James died at ſea, before their ar- 


rival, and Mr Scot died ſhortly after their arrival. 


On the 2oth day of June 1699, they all diſſodg- 
ed, and left Darien, Concerning the cauſes of 


| their deſerting this place, we heard various reports: 


1 heard by one of their counſellors, Captain Tho- 
mas Drummond, that it was becauſe of the great 
fickneſs and mortality that raged among their. men, 
whereby the 2 were brought ſo low, that they had 
difficulty to find men able to ſtand centry, and keep 
the watch; and therefore were far more unable to 
reſiſt the Spaniards, with the fears of whom they 
were Oy alarmed by the daa Others again 
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eruits and ſupplies the company of Scotland ſent un- 
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ſaid that it was ſcarcity and want of proviſions ; and 


that the king's proclamation prohibiting trade with 


them from any of the Engliſh plantations, did much 
diſcourage them, and had a hand in their deſerting 
the place. I have heard others ſay, that they were 


deſigned to leave the place, before ever they beard 


of the Proclamation. Again, I heard others confi- 
dently relate, that the private gain which ſome of 


their leading men had made to themſelves out of the 


French wreck above-mentioned, had evil influence 


upon them, in making them prefer their private ends 


before the public cauſe they were engaged in: ſee- 
ing they had now acquired ſome wealth to them- 
ſelves, they were not willing to adventure them- 


ſelyes any longer in ſuch uncomfortable circumſtan- 
ces in this wilderneſs, but made what diſpatch they 


could, to get out of this ſpot, to a place of more 


accommodation, where they might ſpend and enjoy 


the comfort of their new-gotten wealth,  —..__ 
It was alſo of evil conſequence to this ſettlement, 
that their counſellors and chief men did not well ac- 
cord among themſelves : Beſides, ſome of the beſt 
of them had gone off before, ſo that thoſe who re- 


mained behind, had the more advantage and liber- 
ty now to play their own game; and they had the 
FAD pretence alſo thus to do, having been fo 


| long in Caledonia, and yet never got any advice or 
ſupply from Scotland. N a 


Which of all theſe forementioned cauſes alleged 
of the deſertion of Caledonia, was the true and. 


main one; or whether there was not a cancur- 


rence of ſeyeral of them; or whether there might 
not be ſome other more hidden ſprings and fecret 


| cauſes thereaf, 1 ſhall not take vpon me to deter- 
mine: But thus it came to paſs, that Caledonia was 
forſaken, and the vaſt expences hitherto beſtowed 


upon that deſign, were moſtly loſt and came to noth- 


ing; and this deſertion did lay the ground of the 


miſcarrying and defeating of whatever following re- 


to 


" 
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to this place. n the uncertainty and vani- 2 
y of all human affairs, and the moſt promiſiog-like f. 


Sie tranfit gloria Mundi. 


When they took farewel, and failed, from Darien, 
they were in all four ſhips together, viz. the Cale» - 
donia, the St Andrew, the Unicorn, and a Pink. 
But being once got out to ſea, they never endea- 
voured to keep company, but every one made the 
3 beſt of his way, ſteering different courſes, aud ſo 
5 ſoon loſt fight of one another. The Pink turned 
very leaky at ſea, fo that the ſeamen were obliged 
to leave her, and come aboard of another of their 
ſhips yet in their company; ſo this {hip was left o 
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| founder in the ſea, c 4 0 
| | | I be St Andrew {Captain Penny-cook her com- 
It mamanqder died at ſea} had a long and dangerous paſ- 
I ſage, and at length got into Jamaica, having buri- , 
| | ed by the way above 100 of their men. They 
| | came to anchor firſt at Blew-fields in Jamaica, and 
| they were fo weak and diſabled, that they were 
| neceſſitated to hire ſeamen off the ſaid iſland, to 
I bring her pp to Port- royal harbour in Jamaica, and 
i there ſhe remains in a ruinous and wreck-like con · 
41K dition. The Caledonia and Unicorn both got fate _ | 
| to New-York, after a tedious and difficult paſſage ; 1 
E | they loſt at ſea about 300 men. But thoſe of them 
[ that ſurvived, many of them recovered their health; | 
11 | it being a healthy climate, far preferable to Jamai- 
| ca: Whereas the poor men that went to Jamaica, 
23 BY fared much worſe, many of them dying there. The 
Unicorn lies itil] near New-York in a ruinous con- 
dition: But the Caledonia, at length, with the help 
(4 | of the Unicorn's men, got ſafely home to "$f a 
i 4 as we underſtand afterwards. This was the un- 
| profperous fate of theſe ſhips and company con- 
At cerned therein, but the fatalities attending this de- 
q | | fign of Caledonia, did not here end: As fad, yea, 
0 | wor ſe misfortunes followed them that came . iP - 
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. Caledonia being thus deſerted, and left to her 


former deſolstiod, it Was about eigbt weeks after, 
when chere arrived two ſhips from Scotland upon 
the place thus forſaken, with, recruits. of men and 


F tor the Colony, Which were Captain 


amieſon and Captain Stark, But, alas, their ar- 


rival was now 100 late | for the birds were flown, 


and the neſt left bare. The Company might now 
| find the old Proverb verified, Sero ne Phryges, 


Had this recruit and ſupply come ſooner, the Colo- 


ny might have ſtood ; But the counſel] of the Lord 


moſt ſtand. Men propoſe, but God diſpoſeth,---- 
"Theſe two ſhips. brought . about 300 men; they 
loſt but few men by ſea; but when they came to 
the place, and found it deſolate, it was a ſad ſur- 


pciſe unto them, and put them to a ſtand; they 
were in doubtful ſuſpence what to reſolve upon, 


But within a few days after their arrival, .Divia 

Providence frowned upon them, by a ſad diſaſter. 
Captain Jamicſon's ſhip being loaded with proviſi- 
ons and Brandy ; while ſome were drawing Brandy 


in the Hold of the ſhip, having a lighted candle 
with them,accidentally the fire ofthe candle carched _ 


hold of the Brandy, which forthwith flamed, lo ters 
ribly, that it ſet the ſhip on fire, and in a little time 


| deſtroyed both ſhip and proviſions. he wreck of 


this ſhip is yet to be ſeen in Caledonia har bur. 
This fatal accident having befallen this poor com- 


pany, they were pow rendered -incapatle to ſtay in 


this place, their proviſions having been moſtly a- 
board of Jamieſon's/ſhip, which were now all lolt. 
This is now another awful rebuke upon this deſign 


and Company concerned. Soon after this, they re- 


ſolved to be gone from this place, and in order here- 


unto ſhipped themſelves aboard of captain Stark's 
| ſhip; Only there were about ſix men of them ſo re- 


0 and bold, that they would tarry behind us 
pon the place, and wait till the Riſing-Sun's party 
- ſhon;d come hither : The captain therefore; left 
ſome * with thew, and they went and lived 

. among 
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among the Indians, and upon our arrival with the 


'Rifing-ſun, we found moſt of them alive. 


When this company had got ready to fail, they 


ſteered away for Jamaica; they buried but few men 


during their ſhort ſlay in Caledonia, but after their 


arrival at Jamaica, a great mortality befel them, and 


as they reported, the greateſt part of them died 


"there. 

Such ſad ealamities and ruining diſaſters befel this 
deſign of Caledonia bitherto, and the Poor people 
that were employed therein, concerniog whom it 
way be fadly and truly affirmed, that for the great- 
er part of them, they were ſadly immoral} and pro- 
Fane, who did not honour God, and God did not 
hononr them: They were a fad reproach to the 


nation from which they were ſent, and God made 


moſt of them to fall in the wilderneſs and in the ſea: 


ſo that as to theſe forementioued companies, and 
the other alſo that came after them, it may be true 


ly ſaid, Veſtigia pauca retr orſum. Few of them liy- 
ed to return to ſee their native country. 

Before we proceed to the Riſing- ſun's party and 
providences that did attend them, it will be worth 
our while ro remark here, the obſervable ſeries of 
fcowning aud croſſing diſappointments, that foll ow- 
ed this defign and undertaking. After our compa- 
ny of Scotland had ſent forth their firſt colony in 
order to ſettle upon Darien, whatever recruits and 
ſupplies of men and proviſions were ſent out of Scot- 


land afterwards for this place, ſtill the former were 


gone from the place, before the latter were come 
up, or elſe the ſupplies miſcarried by the way, or 
came too late. For, 1. That ſhip ſent from Clyde 
with proviſions deſigned for the colony, was caſt a- 
way, and failed in the undertaking. 2. When the 
firſt colony had diſlodged and left the place being 
upon the ſea, ſome of them met with a New-Eng- 
Jand ſhip coming with proviſions for their colony, 
but it was now too late. 3. When Jamie ſon's and 
Stark's ſhips arrived upon the place with men and 

pro- 
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brian they found Caledonia deſerted, and the 


colony gone, they knew. not wWhither. 4. When 


the Riſing-lun and her company came up, they 


found both the firſt colony, and Jamie ſon's and 


Stark's party removed and gone, and they never 
knew of it, until they got thither. 5. When cap- 
tain Bailie with a ſmall veſfel arrived there from 


Scotland, though they found the Riſing - ſun's party 


upon the place, yet the capitulation with the Spa- 
niard's was concluded near two days before his ar- 


rival. 6, When captain M Dowal in a ſhip from | 
Dundee had come to Caledonia with proviſions, he. 
faund the place poſſeſſed by the Spaniards, our men 


being removed to Jamaica. From ſuch an obſerva- 


ble ſucceſſion. of counteracting providences in this 


deſign, who cannot but remark, and ſee a holy and 
ſovereign God, ſignally appearing and fighting a- 
gainſt this undertaking. As if men ſhould ſay, This 
deſign ſhall ſucceed, aud God ſay, It ſhall not profs, 
per: Though ye ſhould take counſel together, it all 
come to nought, for there is no wiſdom, nor under/tand- 


ing, nor counjel againſt the Lord, Prov, xxi. 30. Ila. 
vili. 9, 10. But this may be ſadly lamented among 
our people concerned in this undertaking, that as to 


moſt of them that word may be too truly applied, 
Lord, when thy hand is lifted up, they will not ſee 


it, Ifa. xxvi. 11. And how few. among us will hear 


and attend to this, Iſa. xlii. 24, 25. Who gave Ja- 
cab to the ſpoil and Iſrael to the robbers ? Did not 


the Lord, he againſt whom we have finned? For 
they would not hearken to his voice, nor walt in bis 
. ways ; therefore he hath poured the fury of his anger 
upon us, and yet we bave not rightly 8 nor 


laid it to heart. 


3 


0 : 


THE New adventurers for 9 were _ 
Rifing-fon and her party, who had no better ſacceſs 


in their expedition, than their countrymen. Who 


went before them. They were in all four ſhips: 


The Riſing-Sun, e Gibſon commander; the 


COMPA» 
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Company's Hope, captain Miller commander; the 


Hamilton, Captain Duncan Commander; and the 
Hope of Boronghſtonneſs, captain Dalling comms 


mander. They had in all abvur 1200 men aboard 
their ſeveral bottoms. Having got all ready to ſail, 


it was a conſiderable time before they could get out 


of Clyde, the winds being contrary, and beating 


them back ſeveral times, when they endeavoured to 


get out. The Riſing-ſun was once in danger here 


by fire, but it was timely diſcovered and extimguith- 
ed. Providence ſeemed to frown upon our begin- 
nings, and counteract our motion” At length the 
wind preſenting fair, we all ſer fail together from 


Rocheſay in Bute, on September 24, 1699. being 


the Lord's day. We ſteered our courſe between 
England and Ireland, along St George's channel, 

the wind not ferving us to fail by the north of res 
land. We had a favourable paſſage as to wind and 


weather; but wereexercifed with fore and waſting 


ſickneſs among our men, during the whole voyage. 


It was on November 9. that we firſt diſcovered 


land, which was the Iflind of Antigua, about the 
latitude of 16 Degrees and 30 Minutes. A bout 
two hours after, we came up with the Iſland Mont- 
ſerat, which is hilly and rocky. Before this Iſland 
our ſhips having for ſome hours, ſtood to and again, 
the Rifing-fun feat her long Boat aſhore for 
Water and freſh proviſions, and for intelligence; 
but the Governor of Montferat was ſo iohumane, 


that he denied us the liberty of having any water 


or proviſions there, pretending his orders from the 
court of England for fo doing. Here our counſel- 
lors heard ſome flying reports about the deſertion of 


our colony, but they would not believe it. 80 af - 


ter cold comfort at Montſerat, we ſtood on in our 
voyage for Caledonia, and though one of our ſhips, 


_ the Company's Hope, | aboard of which the Author 
of this Hiſtory tailed] did this night loſe company 
of the reſt of our Fleet, and ſailed alone for fourteen | 
wht together, yet at nn through the 1 wg 
vidence 


„ 65 e 


1 — my, ws ow Frey 


„ Ao Fw A AM yY a cf ww ana] 6©amwy Derr Oo =o ry &g. 


2 


ful man, much lamented by 
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vidence of God, we all infived ſafely on this coaſt 
of Darien, Harck by Golden Iſland, which the Spa- 
niards call /e. Gorda, from the figure of it, reſem- 
bling a goutd ; and on November 30, all our four- 
ſhips got ſafely i into Caledonia harbour, which lieth 
about ſouth- eaſt from  Golden-Ifland, and diſtant 
thevce about three leagues. ö 
We buried many of our men by lea, IE * 


| gentlemen as well as others, from Rochelay in Bute 
until we arrived at this port, about 160 Perſons ;_ 
and among others there died at ſea one of our mi- 


niſters, Mr Alexander Dalglieſh, a pious and faith- 
thoſe that knew him, 
leaving a ſorrowful wido with child behind him. 
He died betwixt Montſerat and Darien. ä 

Upon our arrival in this new world, we met with 


a ſorrowful and cruſhing- like diſpenſation, for ex- 
pecting here to meet with our friends and country- | 


men, we found nothing but a waſte, howling wil- 
derneſs; the colony deſerted and gone, their Huts 


all burned, their Fort moſt part ruined, the ground 


which they bad cleared adjoining to the Fort all 
overgrown with ſhrubs and weeds. We looked for 
peace, but no good came; and for a time of health 
and comfort, but behold trouble. 
this place, was much like David's coming with his 


little army toZixlag of old, where expecting to meet 
wich their friends aud relations in peace, they found 
the Town burnt and laid waſte, their relations all 


gone they knew not whither, ſo that the people lift 
up their voice, and wept fore, 1 Sam. xxx. Our 


diſappointment was like theirs in Job vi. 19, 20. The 
troops of Tema looked, the companies of Sheba waited 


for them: they were confounded, becauſe they had hop- 
ed ; they came thither and were aſhamed. It was 
therefore no wonder, that our people were ſadly 


diſcouraged upon their coming hither, and the ra- 


ther becauſe they were ill fitted and furniſhed to 
begin a new plantation, and had not materials ſui- 


table to ſuch a deſign, which — expected to find 
2B 1 here | 


Our arrival at 
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bere before them. Our party were not ſent forth 
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to ſettle a colony, but only to be a recruit and ſup- 


ply to a colony, which we expected in ſome mea- 
ſure already ſettled, and ſufficiently furniſhed wih 


tools and inſtruments for ſuch a deſign. Only this 
ſmall comfort our men found upon their arrival here, 
that they found two ſmall ſloops with proviſions, 


Jytog in this barbonr, who it ſeems had been expect- 


ing our coming, It was captain Thomas Drum- 
mond from New-York, who had been a counſellor 


and main man in the firſt colony, and had gone off 


from this place when they all diſlodged together, 


'The other was one Mr Fulton from New England, 
By theſe we learned what had become of our colony, 


whither they were gone, and how it had fared with 
them here. 


| Soon after our arrival, our principal men called a 
council, conſiſting of our counſellors and officers, to 


. and determine what was fit to be done in 


our preſent ſad circumſtances: Whether they ſhould 


ſettle here or not, ſeeing that the ficſt and main 
colony was gone ? When they were aſſembled, it 


was propoſed: by one of the officers, that they ſhould 


call for one of the Miniſters to pray for direction 
from the Lord in this weighty matter, before they 


did proceed to vote. But ſuch was their religion, 
that they ſlighted this motion as a thing needleſs. 


Since even a Heathen would have adviſed, that in 
our undertakings, this rule mult be obſerved, 4 
Fove principium : much more they that call them- 


{elves Chriſtians, ſhould be better inſtructed, to be- 
gin with God, and do nothing without aſking his 
leave and direckion. When they came to a vote, 
it was carried in the affirmative, that they ſhould 
ſettle, though ſome of the council were otherwiſe 
inclined, and ſignified, that conſidering our preſent 
circumſtances, there was little hope of doing any, 
good here, Then they conſidered, that ſeeing they 2 


bad concluded to ſeitle here, it ſcented to be nece? 


Hary to lend off ſome ot W men to Jamaica, that 
: As 
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fo their number being fewer, their proviſions nit ght 
laſt the longer, till they might hear from Scotland, 
of the intentions of the company; whether they 
would proſecute this deſign any farther, ſeeing their 
firſt colony, the main ſtrength of this undertaking, 


ca with the two hired ſhips, captain Duncan and 
captain Dalling, about 500 of their men, and to 
referve the remainder of the men here upon the 
place. And further, they concluded, that the men's 

daily allowance of proviſion, ſhould be diminiſhed, 
that ſo it might laſt the longer. This method cauſ- 


ed much grumbling and diſcontent among many ok 


the men, and was likely to have produced dange- 
rous effects, as did ſhortly after ſadly appear. 
The councit having thus concluded; about a 


to work and clear the ground, upon the ſame ſport 
where our men had ſet down, and raiſed their Fort 
before, it being now all overgrown with buſhes, 


(for things in this ſouthern climate are of a ſpeed! 
gvowth) and after they had cleared the proun 
they began to cut down trees, for building Huts 5 


themſelves to dwell in, which they covered with wild 
Plantane leaves, which are broad. and long, fit for 


| had deſerted : So they agreed to ſend off to Jamai- 


week after, there were ſome of the men put aſhore 


ſuch a purpoſe; they made alſo ſome reparations a- 
bout the Fort, and built two very good ware-houſ- 


es for their proviſions : For here is great plenty of | 


very good timber, fit to build withal. 


The people that our company of Scotland ſent o- 


ver hither to their New Colony, were moſt of them, 


both Seamen and Landmen, Gentlemen and Offi- 


,cers, as well as the meaner ſort, none of the beſt 


"of men: And therefore the Miniſters ſent along 


with them had but ſmall comfort in their company 3 


their inſtructions and admonitions. were but little 


regarded by them; many of them ſeldom, and ſome 
of them never attending the public worſhip of God. 


Whence we __ ſee what ſort of a Church they 
n could 
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conld ſet up in this place, when there was ſach bad 
ſtuff to make it of. 0 
About fourteen days aſter our arrival here, there 
were nine ſeamen belonging to the Riſing-ſun, that 
ran away by night with one of the boats belonging 
to the ſaid ſhip. We underſtood afterwards, that 
. they had TR to Portobel among the Spaniards, 
. and ſo betrayed the condition of their poor country- 
. men in Caledonia to them. Our men did not pur- 
| ſue nor ſeek after them, being uncertain then, whi- 
| ther and what way they had fled. 
_ |. About the middle of December there was hatch- 
ed and diſcovered a plot among ſome of out men, 
deſigning to lay hold on the counſellors, and ſeize 
ſome of the ſhips, in order to make their eſcape 
out of this place. What incited them to this plot, 
was ſaid to be, their hearing of the former vote of 
the council, about ſending off ſo many of the men 
for Jamaica, and the ſhortening of their daily al- 
lowance of proviſion ; this being diſcovered by the | 
confeſſions and accuſations of ſome that were in the | 
Plot or privy” to it. There was one man, naing 
Alexander Campbell, that was hereupon tried a 
condemned by a Court-Martial, and was executed 
within the Fort, Dec. 20. Some of the Miniſters 
dealt with our counſellors, that they would not put 
him to death, but only baniſh him out of the colo- 
Ny ; but they would not yield to it. This poor man 
ſeemed to die very penitently, confeſſing, That u- 
pon his hearing of the fore ſaid reſolution of the coun- 
cil, he was tempted by the inſtigation of others, to 
contrive how to make his eſcape from hence, and 
to ſeize ſome of the ſhips to that effect. He ſaid al- 
ſo, that for ſome time before this, (particularly 
fince God had recovered him from a late ſickneſs,) 
he had left off prayer to the Lord, and therefore 
God had now juttly left him to this doleful end. 
'The Church of Scotland at home, was not un- 
concerned about the ſpiritual good and edification 
of ſuch conſiderable numbers of their poor people 
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who had been ſent abroad upon this public deſign "0 
And therefore as they had ſent two miniſters along 


with the firſt colony; ſo now, the numbers of our 


countrymen ſent to the colony being much inereaſ- 


75 ed, and particular application having been made by 


the court of Directors to the Commiſſion of the Ge- 


neral Aﬀembly of our church, craving that they 
would ſend Miniſters along with the people going 
to their colony, as well as for the inſtruction and e- 


dification of thoſe that were gone before, that thoſe 
afar among Pagans, might not be left as ſheep in a 
wilderneſs, without a ſhepherd, nor want the light 
of the glorious Goſpel in theſe remote ends of the 
earth; and alſo that the light of the Goſpel might 


ſhine in theſedark regions where it never yet ſhined, 


and if poſſible, rhe poor Heathens might in time be 
brought to ſee and walk in this light. Therefore 
the Com miſſion of the General Aſſembly did meet at 
Glaſgow on july 19. 1699. and very cordially and 
zealouſly laid themſelves out to promote and advance 
this fo Chriſtian and noble a deſign. They fer a- 


part a time for ſolemn prayers to the God of Hea- 5 
ven for ſucceſs to this great work. Mr Meldrum 


preached a ſermon very ſuitable to the circumſtan- 


ces of thoſe, who were now to be ſent upon this 
work, on Heb. xi. 8. By faith Abraham being cal. 


led of God, obeyed and went out, not knowing ' whis 
ther he went. They drew np and cauſed to be 
prifted an excellent Letter of Chriſtian inſtructions 
and admonitions for the people of the colony that 
were gone to Caledonia. They appointed and com- 
miſſioned four Miniſters now to go along with theſe 
who wereto be ſent and bound forthecolony. They 
drew up a commiſſion and inſtructions for thoſe mi- 
niſters who were appointed to go. And that the 


Reader may perceive the care and concern of the 
church of Scotland for this new colony, and fee by 
what call and warrant, theſe miniſters did go along 


with them, we ſhall here tranſcribe the written com- 
e PL million 
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miſſion given to the miniſters, by the Commiſſion 
of the General Aſſembly abore· mentioned. 


moese aware 


Cory of the COMMISSION 


to the Preſbytery of Ca- 
LEDONIA. Ju 21. 1699. 


E, the Gee of the GENERAL : 


ASSEMBLY OF THE CHURCH or 
SCOTLAND, taking to conſideration, 'Vhat wheres 
as the honourable court of Directors of the African 
and Indian company, did in name and behalf, and 
at the earneſt requeſt of the council and government 
of Caledonia in America, apply to the laſt Gene- 


ral Aſſembly of this church, beſeeching that Mini- 


ſters might be ſent to the ſaid colony, for ſettling a 


Goſpel miniſtry, and diſpenſing of Goſpel-ordinan- 


ces, and that they might inſtruct and edify our coun- 
trymen and others who ſhould from time to time, 


2djoin themſelves to the ſaid colony: And who al- 
fo might, through the bleſſing of God; be ufeful 


in propagating the glorious light of the Goſpel a- 
mong the Pagan Natives, and contribute to their 
converſion. And the ſaid General Aſſembly having 
fully impowered and authorized this Commiſſion to 
take all effectual methods for accompliſhing ſo good 


a defign. "And the ſaid honourable court of Direc- 
tors, having particularly invited you Mr Alexander 


Shields, Miniſter of the Goſpel at St Andrews, 
and you Mr Francis Borland, Miniſter of the Goſ- 


pe! at Glasford ; and called yon, Mr Alexander 
Dalglicſh and Mr Archibald Stobo Miniſters of the 
| Goſpel, 
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Scotch Settlement at Darts. „5 
Goſpel, to be ſent to Caledonia, to labour in chat 
pious, neceſſary and glorious work. In order o 
your more clear, warrantable and comfortable pro- 
ceeding in carrying on the ſame; We the ſaid Com- 
miſſion do authorize, impower and require. you, io 
repair to the ſaid colony of Caledonia: and upon 
your arrival, that you preſent our Letters to che 
council and government, acquainting them with our 
render concern and care for them, which ſhall: be 
continued; and that upon applications made in their 
behalf to us, you are ſent-as their Miniſters, dur- 
ing your abode among them, to take charge of their 
ſouls, to which you are bereby authorized. and im- 
powered by us: Recommending to you faithfuigels 
and diligence in preaching the Goſpel, and admini- 
ſtring other Goſpel-ordinanges. Andupoa. your ficit 
arrival, with. the advice and. concurrence. of the 
Government, ſet, apart a day for folemn public 


_ thankſgiving to God, for preſervation of the colo- 


ny, of the preſent ſupplies and of yourſelves, and 
for imploring his bleſſing and conduct in your enſy- 
ing work. Afterward you ſhall. conſtitute your» 
ſelves a PRESBY TERY, by electing a Moderator 
and Clerk, and- beginning. your Regiſter with this - 


Commiſſion now delivered. unto you by us, and 


thenceforth orderly. recording all your Proceedings. 
You ſhall thereafter, with all convenient ſpeed, 
with the concurrence. of the: Government, and the 
conſent of the people, ſo far as the ſame can be 
obtained, aſſociate uno yourſelves, by letting. a: 
part, according to the known methods of the church, 
of Scotland, ſome, of the fittelt and moſt qualified 
perſons, for piety, . prudence, judiciouſneſs and re- 
ipet among the people, ta be ruling Elders, Over-. 
ſeers of the manners of the people, and Aſſiſtauts 
to you in the exerciſe of Diſcipline and Goverament; 


By whoſe aſſiſtance, with conſent of the council, 


ſo ſoon as may be, divide the whole 0 of 


the colony, according to their local reſidence, 


ile beſt couvenicncy their preſent circemſtances can 
DEL CORPSE) PIO 95 
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- admit, into fo many Diſtricts or Pariſhes, that each 


Miniſter may have a Particular charge, under his 


more immediate and peculiar in ſpection: And then 
"Increaſe the number of the Eiders, and appoint 
[Deacons of fit perſons, yet ſo as that you may all 
conſider yourſelves as in a collegiate relation to the 
whole colony, and labour therein, as ſhall be agree- 
ed among yonrſelves in Preſpytery. And we ſeri- 
ouſly recommend to you, being thus conſtitute, that 
ſo ſoon as you find the colony in caſe for it; You 
do, with the concurrence of the council, aſſemble 
the whole Chriſtian inhabitants, and keep a day to- 
gether in ſolemn prayer and faſting, bewailing for- 
mer fins, renewing baptiſmal n and 
with the greateſt ſolemnity and ſeriou 
ing the LORD to be your GOD, and dedicating 
gourſelves and the Land unto the LORD, And the 
people being divided into ſeveral Diſtrits, you ſhall 
thenceforth hold parochial Seſſions, and your diets 
of Preſbytery, as often as the exerciſe of Diſcipline 


and Order, and the other exigencies of the church 


may require : And with Chriſtian prudence, holy 
zeal, Miniſterial authority, faithfulneſs and dili- 


gence, in dependance on your Great MasTrr, 


you vigorouſly proſecute all the ends of your Miſſi- 
on: Particularly, that you labour among the Na- 
tives for their inſtruction and converſion, as you have 
acceſs. We further recommend to you, to be as 


uſeful and edifying as poſſible, unto the ſeveral 


companies of the ſhips, unto which you ſhall be 
diſpoſed during this voyage, looking upon them as 


your particular charge for the time, whom you are 


to watch over in the Lord, as you ſhall have acceſs. 


And we require, that after your arrival, you be care- 


ful by Letters, directed either to the Moderator of 
the Commiſſion at Edinburgh, or to the Principal of 
the College of Glaſgow, or to the Moderator of the 
Presbyteries of Edinburgh or Glaſgow : Frequently 
and fully to acquaint the church of Scotland with 
the whole ſtate of your affairs, and what you _ 
| | nee 


neſs, Avouch- 
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don effectual rules and methods for yonor fs 
ſupply. And whereas ſome of you ſtand in a pak - 

toral relation to Churches in Scotland, and other 
not, yet all- have a fiberty of returning, as likewils. 
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need from them, from time to time: Wherein ye 


are not to doubt of the cheerful” forwardnefs ee 


aſſiſt yon, and that the General Aﬀembly WII 


a liberty to remain and labour in the Lord's work, 
as fixed miniſters in the colony, if your health, in- 
clinatioꝝ and other circumſtances concur: We there- 
fore recommend if poſſible, before aty of you come 


away, you endeavour to ſettle the Church, aud that 


the concerns of the Goſpel be brought to fome 


hopeful paſs. And we require that ſo ſoon as any 
of you determine to fettle ; your Presbyrery fend 


Advertiſement, that their charges, if they have As 
ny, be. provided with another Miniſter; And fa 
Toon as any of you re ſolve to come home without re- 
turning, that timely notice be given io this church, 
to the. end that others be provided to go in cheix 


room; and that whoever comes from you, _ 
bring either an allowance or commiſſion from your: 


Presbyrery, as the occaſion of his cond Ae be. 


Nor are yau to doubt, but fuch as come from don? 
will be received as members of the General Aſſem- 


bly of this church, and of their commiſſion, for that 
year in which they come. And fmally, we recom- 
mend to you, that whatever difcouragements you 
meet with, (thongh we rruſt you tha} be encourap- 


ed and ſtrengthened in the Lord) that you give no 
Way to the diſſolving of your Presbytery, but that 

fo many of you {tay as to keep up the face of a 
Presbytery, until new ſupplies be ſent unto you. 


And thus we commit you, and our Lord's great ant 


glorious work in your hands, unto his own powerful, 
wiſe and gracious conduct and bleſfing. At Glaf- 


gow, | July 21. 1699. ſigned in the name, and by 
the appointment of the Commiſſion of the General 


Afﬀembly, and in their preſence by - op 


GEORGE HAMILTOR, Moderator. . 
JohN BAN ANT INE, Cler, In. Nat. & 1. 
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OF the four Miniſters ſent by our church to | 


this colony, there were only three of them now alive, 


who while they were here, had their ſhare of the 
public diſcouragements and calamities of the com- 


pany which they were among, and of the briers and 


thorns of the wilderneſs, They found themſelves 
in ill caſe to pui in practice the inſtructions which the 


| commiſſion of the church of Scotland had given 


them: The circumſtances of che colony being quite 


altered from what was expected, when they were 
| ſent from Scotland. If it ſhould be aſked theo, 
What did the Miniſters ſent to Caledonia in purſu- 
ance of their inſtructions above-mentioned ? We an- 


ſwer, They followed and purſued their iuſtructions, 


fo far as the preſent circumſtãnces of the poor com- 
5 ny, and place where they were, would permit: 


the Lord's day, both while they were at ſea in their 
ſeveral ſhips, and after their arrival, both aboard 
the Riſing-Sun, and alſo among the people aſhore, 
by turns: What they could further attain to, with 
the conſent of our counſellors here, in a more pub- 
lic and ſolemn way, was, That on January 3, 1700. 
the Miniſters with the people here, kept a public day 


of Thankſgiving, Humiliation and Prayer to God. 
The preſent ſad aſpeR of our affairs, was the rea- 


ſoa why we joiacd all together in one day, for we 


had cauſe to rejoice with trembling and fears, (but 


as to the ſetting up a Presbytery here at this time, 


according to our ĩuſtructions, it was a buſineſs not 


now pratticable nor expedient ia our preſent bro- 
ken and uncertain circumſtances.) The cauſes of 
which ſolemnity were drawn up by the Miniſters 
here, ina meeting which they had among themſelves 
on December 5, 1699; and are as follow. 
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Beſides their ordinary preaching to the people, on 
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STONNESS, December 5, 1699. at a Con- 
' FERENCE of the MINISTERS. | 
IE Minifters ſent in Miffon from the Church 

of Scotland to labour in the work of the Gol 

pel in this colony, conferring together about rhe 


_ circumſtantiare condition of the people recommend- 
ed to their inſpection, and the proper work which 


God may be calling them to, in ſuch a time and 
caſe, conſidering the mercies of God in bringing us 
ro this place in ſafety, which call for our thankful 
acknowledgments, The many grievous and heinous 
fins and abominations that have abounded and flill 
eontinue among us, which have procured and ex- 
torted from the juſt and holy Lord, ſad and fe- 
vere rebukes, declaring his anger gone forth againſt 
us: And how indifpenſably neceffary it is in fuch 
circumſtances, we ſhould folemnly humble ourſelves 
before the Lord, and addrefs his throne for mercy 


and grace is help us in time of need. And finding 


it is feriouſly recommended in their Commiſſion and 
iuſtructions, by the Commiſſion of the late Gene- 

ral Aſſembly, that upon our ſafe arrival at ibis Port, 

as ſoon as may be conveniently, with the advice and 
concurrence of the Government, a day be folemn- 

ly fet apart for theſe duties. We hare therefore 
thought it a neceffary and ſeafonable duty, and do 

humbly propoſe it to the Honourable Counſellors” 
of this colony, as their earneſt defire, that the third © 

day of January next, be folemnly ſet apart for ihanki- 
giving, humiliation and prayer, and appointed to 
de religioufly obſerved for the canfes, and rothe 
efleck ole g.. 
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„ acknowledge with all thankfulneſs, the = 


mercies of our Lord, in favouring us with a ſafe 
Paſlage to this place, protecting us from all ene- 
nſies and dangers by ſea, and notwithſtanding the 


contagious ſickneſs that raged among us ſo univer- 


ſally, preſerving ſo many, of us alive unte this day. 
2. To confeſs with ſhame and ſorrow our own 


and the ſios of others concernedin this undertaking. 


As, 1. That it is too evident, many both at home 
abroad, engaged in the proſecution of this great En- 
terprize, have been more influenced by their own 
ſelfifh and worldly. intereſts, than by a zealous can - 
cern either for the glory of God, or for the pub- 


lic honour and advantage of our Nation. 2. That 
in the choice of inſtruments for promoting this no- 
ble deſign, there hath not been that tenderneſs and 


caution exerciſed, which the caſe required, to, ad- 
mit or entertain none, but ſuch as were of known: 
integrity, and fit to advance the religious as well 
as the civil deſign: of this Settlement: On the con- 
trary, too many have been admitted into this ſervice, 
that are men of flagitious lives, and fome. of perni- 
cious principles, more apt to ſcandalize and ear- 
rupt, than to commend religion to our Pagan neigh- 
bours, whom by all means we thauld ſeek to gain 
and fave, 3. More particularly, that there have a- 
bounded, and do ſtilf remain among us, ſuch abo · 
minations (notwithſtanding all the means uſed to 


reſtrain and ſuppreſs them) as the rudeſt Heathens 
from the light of nature do abhor; ſuch as Atheiſti- 
cal {wearing and curſing, brutiſn drunkenneſs, de- 

teſtable lying and prevaricating, obſcene and filthy 


talking, mocking of godlineſs, yea, and among too 


many of the meaner ſort, baſe thieving and pilfer- 


ing, beſides Sabbath- breaking, contempt of all 
Goſpel- ordinances, c. which are ſtumbling to the 


very Indians, opprobrious to the Chriſtian name, 


and reproachful to the Church and Nation to which 


we belong. 4. That among thoſe that are free of 
theſe groſs, ſcandalous abominations, the far great- 


— — 


OE EO en TI 0 or Be oo 8 =o 


* DS ">= Wo 


„ „ +» Cd; 4 2 eee 
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er part; among us have little of the ſpiritual, heart» 


exereiſing ſeaſe of religion and the power of godli, 
nels. Many are groſly ignorant of the Principles of 


Religion, and among the more knowing, hypocriy 
ſy, formality, impenitency, unbelief, indiffereney, 
ſecurity, omiſſion of prayer, negleCting the great 


ſalvation, ſlighting of Chriſt offered in the goſpel, 
and other ſpiritual ſins, do lamentably prevail: And 


all theſe attended with the higheſt and moſt heinous 


aggravations, being committed and continued in av 


gainſt the cleareſt light; many mercies and privileg: 
es, and rene wed reſolutions. and vows made to God, 


when his hand was heavy upon us in our late ſick- 


neſgat ſea, which, many of us have already forgot- 
ten, and returned with the dog to the vomii. 
3. As we ought to be humbled for theſe cauſes 
of God's wrath againſt; us, ſo it ought to be a part 
of our work to mourn for the evidences and tokens 


of God's diſpleaſure, in witholding his counſel and 
countenance from many of our endeavours, and in 
many ſteps of holy Providence, counteraRting and 


walking contrary to us; eſpecially, 1, That through- 
out our whole voyage, the Lord's hand was heavy 


upon us, purſuing us with ſore ſickneſs and morta -. 
lity, which cut off ſo many of us. 2, That upon 


our arrival here, we met with ſo diſcouraging and 


conſternating a diſappointment of our hopes, in 


findiog the colony deſerted. And, 3. That for fo 


long a time, ſome of our men have continued in ſad 
bondage, priſoners in the hands of the eruel Spa - 


niardꝶmꝶꝶęꝶs ü—.t RR 
4. Theſe things do call for our more than ordi - 


nary upſtirring, in turning to the Lord wich all our 
hearts, and crying mightily to out Ged in ſolemn 
and ſerious prayer aud ſupplication, that he may 
give us grace to be thankful for our mercies receiv- 
ed, even in the midſt, of his wrath; that he may 
give ſincere repentance, and work in us a-thorough 


reformation, pardon our fins. and turn away his 


Wrath 
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wrath from ns ; that he may grant our Connfellors 


the fpirit of wifdom and reſolution, fhine upon their 
counfels and deliberations, and direct their determi- 
nations and adminiſtrations, to his own glory and 


the good of this people. And that upon all of us 
in our refpeRive ſtations, he may beſtow his grace, 
to know and to do what-is' incumbent in our difficult 
circumſtances: That if it be bis holy will, he may 


favour with ſucceſs the deſign of this Settlement, 


fſupplying all our wants, protecting us againft all 


bur enemies; 2nd particularly, that in his own due 


ume and way, he may open a door for introducing | 
the Gofpe} of Salvation to the poor Indians, who 


have hitherto been ſtrangers to it ; and that all of 
us may get grace ſo to carry towards them, as they 
way not be ſtumbled, but rather allured and engag- 


ed, to fall in love with our holy religion. - - » - 


ACCORDINGLY, when the third of January 
forementioned was come, which was'on # Wednef- 
day, the Miniſters, with the conſent and allowance 


of our Counſellors, obſerved the ſaid day, in a pub- 


he meeting of our people aſhore, every miniſter tak - 
ing a part of the work. The firſt part of this day's 
work, which was Thankſgiving, being performed 
by Mr Borland from that text, Pſalm }. 14. Offer 
unte God thankſgiving, and pay thy vows to the moſÞ 


High. The ſecond part of the day's work being 


Humiliation, was carried on by Mr Shields from that 


text, Jer. xiv. 19. Haſs thou ut tor iy rejected Judah? 


Hat h thy ſcul loathed Zion? Why haſt thou ſmitten 
as and there is no healing for us? We looked for peace, 
and there is no good, and for the time of healing, and 
&:hotd trouble, The laft part of this day's work, be- 


inp Prayer and Supplication, was in the Afternoon 


managed by Mr Stobo upon that text, Pfal. iv. 6. 
Lad, lift thou up the light of thy countenance upon 
#5, The above-mentioned cauſes of this folemn 
worl, having been in the beginning of the day, 


publicly read before all the auduory. - 1 
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The Miniſters did likewiſe deliver the Commiſſi- 


on's- printed letter, to many of the people 'preſear 


with us. But the Chriſtian and excellent inſtruc- 


tions contained therein, were little regarded by 
moſt of them. 


Though ſtrangers abroad, wich 
whom I converſed, and did communicate the fame 


Letter unto, were much taken with, aad igt 


commended the ſame. ; 
While our people abode in Caletanidy the main 


work they did was the building of their Huts wi- 
thin the compaſs of their Fort for their habitation, 
and ſetting up two Store-houſes for their provil- 
ons: Beſides, when they were alarmed: with re- 
ports of the Spaniards preparations to come agaialt 


us, which was about the laiter end of January, they 


began to bring ſome great guns aſhore inio the Fort, 
for their defence againſt the enemy. But all the 
time they were in Caledonia, their miniſters could 
neyer procure the favour to get Huts built for them, 
for their accommodation aſhore among the people, 
though they often intreated this kindneſs of the 


chief ones here, which they granted to the com- 


mon ſoldiers. So the Miniſters were neceſhitated 
to continue aboard their ſeveral ſhips, in their {mall 


Cabins, during their continuance here, which prov= 
ed a long and tedious time to them; only two of 


them, Mr Stobo and the Author, obtained the fa- 


vour of a borrowed Hut to come aſhore into, for 
about two months time, before our removal hence; 


but the other Miniſter, Mr Shields, had always 
his abode aboard the Riſing- Sun. Theſe circum- 


ſtances made it to be the more uncomfortable to 
the Miniſters here, in that they could not ſo freely 


nor frequently meet and converſe together as theß 
deſired, eſpecially ſome of them having to do with 
ubcomfortable commanders. And when the Mini- 
| Hers here did meet, it was ordinarily in the ſhady, 


dark and ſilent woods, Inter denſas umbroſa cacumi- 


na Sylvat. Where I ſuppoſe ſuch . and exer- 


eiſes, ne yer had been before. i 
5 Har- 
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Having before made mention of captain Thoma 
Drummond, whom we found in this place upon our 
arrival, returned from New-Vork with ſome pro- 


viſions and tools belonging to the firſt colony 3 it may 


be here remembered, that the ſaid captain Thomas 
Drummond, being of a very forward temper, ad- 
viſed our counſellors, that they ſhould preſently af- 
ter their arrival, go in a military poſture againſt the 
Spaniards at Portobel This advice. our counſel- 


lors did not like nor reliſh, ſeeing the Spaniards | 


as yet had not made any attempts againſt us. The 
ſaid captain Drummond alſo had delivered unto our 
-counſellors the Journal of the firſt colony, which 
they having ſearched, found, it ſeems, ſome things 
in the conduct and management of the ſaid captain 
Drummond in the time of the firſt colony, where- 
with they were not well-pleaſed. Theſe things 


made them jealons, and have an ill opinion of him, 


they gave him no credit nor truſt, and followed 


none of his meaſures ; and not only ſo, but they 
further confined bim, and made him a priſoner a- 


board of captain Duncan's ſhip, ſetting a guard u- 


pon him; in which ſtate of confinement he remain- 
ed, until the arrival of capain Campbel of Fanah 
after · mentioned, who procured him liberty to go 
up and down among us: But notwithſtanding here- 


of, they gave him no truſt nor employ, ſo jealous 


were they of him. Aud afterwards, when the 


Spaniards were arrived againſt us, the ſaid captain 


Drummond left the colony and went for Jamaica, 


pretending to ſee if he could obtain any help for us 
from the Engliſh there, agaiuſt our enemies, but 
he ſucceeded not in that matter in Jamaica, and the 
Engliſh ſeized the goods he had with him. 


Here it may not be improper, to remember ſome b 


paſſages of a progreſs, which the Miniſters, accom» 


'* 


panied with ſieutenant Turnbull and ſome others, 
made {ome miles up the country among our neigh- 
bouring and friendly Indians. On Jannary 16. 
Tueſday, we croſſed our harbour to the wa” 5 


a as © a tym 


CY . 


4 
* * * 


80 1 at "0 E N. 5 4 | 


ide thereof, and travelled up ſeveral. ſteep! wii 


crcſſing ſeveral fma}l rivulets many times over, be. 
cauſe of the various windings thereof, until w cane 
to a bigger river, called by the Iadians Acta the 


greater: travelling up by the banks: of this river, 
and ſometimes wading over the fame” pretty: deep, 3 
at length we arriyed at the indians Habit 

which are ſeated by the banks of chig civer Acia, 


here are pretty many of their houſes along by the 


ſides of this brook. This night we lodged at che 


houte of an Indian, named Captain Pedro, where 
we were pretty civilly entertained with ſuck: fare as 


is uſual among them, ſuch as dried Fiſk: and dried 


Fleth, Plantanes, Indian Corn and Potatoes; they 
gave us alſo Hammocks to lie in, awd a fre by ove 
beds,. as is uſual with the Indians by .nighs. On 
the morrow, being Wedneſday, we bid Farewell to 
our Indian Hoſt, aud came don ihe bandes of the 
ſaid tirer Acla, all along tilß we came tothe Sen- 
fide, at Prandies Bay over againſt Golden · Iſland, 
croſſiug we fame; river pretty: deep ſeveral des, 
Beiween the foreſaid Indians dwellings and the ſeas 
by the banks of the ſaid river, there's à pretty con- 


ſiderable bounds of . pleaſans level ground, and in 


one part thereof, many Orange trees growing. a- 
mong the wild Woods: near to theſe alſo is 2 


ſide table ſpaee of open ground, tree ef trees, whichy 
_ the Spaniards 6alk-$avanas.; When we were hy che 


ſea ſide, we travelled along the ſhore a little way 
more weſterly, and then füruek up again imo tho 


woods more ſoutherly, till we dauie 10 auether lite | 


tle river, called by the Indians, -Acla-the:tefſer'; 


we journeyed: {ourh+ward;-near the. fame brook 
until we came to other Indians dwellings by thet , 
ſides of the river and this night we lodged at the 


houſe: of an Indiab, named John, being diferadylyt 


enough entertained according to the fludiad faſhiomyß 

—_ their houſes are oay ſhades to defend them from 

ſun and rain, being aſbopen by the ſided. / Nextdayy - . 
being eee left out 3 friendz, and ne 


. F e turned 
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turned to the Sea ſſide where theſe rivulets empty 
themſelves into the ſea, by Prandies Bay, which is 
a pleaſant fandy ſhore. It is to be marked con- 
cerning theſe forementioned rivers, that they ſome - 
times hide themſelves, by running under the ground 
a a pretty ſpace, and then break forth again above 
ground. We proceeded on our journey toward our 
ſhips eaſterly, and reſolved that we would travel a- 
long the ſhore, thinking it might be a better and 
nearer way, than back through the woods by the 
way we came. Pafling along the ſhore we came to 
a ſteep point that jutts out into the ſea, which we 
judged unpaſſable; to ſhun which, we turned up 
into the woods, and travelled a while, thinking to 
gain the ſea fide again, on the other fide of that 
fore - mentioned ſteep point; but here we travelled 
ſo long and by ſuch crooked turnings, and through 
ſuch thickets of tall and dark woods, that we quite 
loſt ourſelves, and were bewildered, that we knew 
not what way to move, nor how 10 extricate our- 
ſelves. Standing ſtill therefore in our bewildered 
and melancholy condition, we heard the noife of 
the ſea, and judged it to be our only ſureſt guide 
at preſent, to wind ourſelves out of our prefent 
labyrinth; therefore we turned our courſe directly 
toward the noiſe of the waves of the ſea, and a ve- 


ry difficult and uncomfortable paflage we had in 


ftriving to get through the thorny thickets 'of the 
woods in our way, and with much ado at length 
we got ſafely out into the open air by the fea (ide 
again, We reſolved now that we would no more 
adventure ourſelves into the woods, but keep along 
by the ſhore, though difficult and uneaſy, travel- 
ling over the cragged and ſharp rocks, yet here was 
no danger of wandering as in the woods. Accord- 
ingly we kept along cloſe by the ſea ſide, and 
over that ſteep point with much difficulty, the roc 
were often ſo cloſe to the ſea, that in paffing alon 
we were waſhen with the waves of the ſea. It i 
| a. very hard and rocky ſhore all this way, and the 


various 
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various windings and bendings of the coaſt made our 


way much longer, Sometimes we had ſteep rocks 


to paſs over, which we muſt climb with hands and 


feet. We were all ſorely fatigued with this jour- 


ney, eſpecially Mr Shields, was like to faint and 


ſit vp; he became ſo feeble and ſpent, ſo that we 


were much troubled about him, and the more be- : 
cauſe our proviſions and cordials were all ſpent: but 


paſſing ſoftly along, at length we came to a wel- 
come ſpring of freſh water, ſpringing out of the 
rocks, cloſe by the ſea fide. This well was to us, 


even as that well was to Hagar in the wilderneſs, 


when her child was faint and like to die, that juſt- 
ly we may call it by the name of Beer-la-har-roj, 


the well of him that liveth aud did ſee us. By 


this well we reſted a while, and Mr Shields having 


drunk of it, was refreſhed and ſtrengthened, and _ 
with the help of the Lord, we were enabled to pro» 
ceed on our journey, till we came up to the Bay op- 
Polite to our ſhips ; and this evening we got all fafe- 


ly aboard our ſeveral ſhips, EBsENEZ ER. The 


Lord leading the blind by a way they knew not; pre- 
ſerving our going out and our EY in, and as our 
day was, ſo making our firengthto be. 
About this time we had much fickneſs and morta- 


lity among our men, which, as it continued among 


us in ſome meaſure ſince our arrival, was now be- 
come epidemical and raging, whereby many even of 
our officers and chief men were taken away, which 
was a fore diſcouragement to us. . 


On the ſecond of February, the Miniſters ſent 


to this colony, agreed to write a Letter home to 
Scotland, to the Moderator of the Commiſſion of 
the General Aſſembly, giving the Church and our 
friends, ſome account of our affairs hitherto, the 
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HI 8 being tbe firſt ſure. ocean chat ever 

was offered to us, ſince our 82 from 
Scotland, and which may probably b e the laſt chat 
1 may occur from this place, for writing to you con- 
1 cerning our affairs, we thought ourſelves bound in 
duty, and obliged by our inſtructions, to embrace 
4 the opportunity of giving you ſome account of our 
= Tad and very afflicted late, If univerſally prevail- 
. ing wickedneſs in a ſociety, and very heavy puniſh- 
1148 mente, proclaiming divine anger contending with 
Wil | ws, together with all manner of increaſiog-hard- 
ips and imminent dangers from ſurrounding ene- 
Wl | mies, in a proper, waſte and howling wilderneſs, 
14 ca make a condition ſad and afflicted. "I 
5 The ſource and fountain cauſe of all our oe: 
_ we brought from our own country with us, arifing 
from the inconſiderate choice that was made there of 
the worſt of men to go along with'us, that ever 
\'Þ E | were ſent to command or ſerve in a colony: Which 
TA in the judgment of God, our Land hath ſpued out 
as its ſcum, and no ſpot of God's earth cab entertain 
or receive, but as a burden to it, The ſending and 
intruſting ſuch multitudes of men of ſuch pernici- 
ous principles and ſcandalous practices, that have 
no regard to the commoneſt meaſures of religion or 
reaſon, honeſiy or honour, (which is the ſad but 
Juſt character of the greateſt. part of thoſe that have 
been ſent to this colony) hath been the cauſe of the 
unſettlement thereof, firſt and laſt ; and threatens 
the final and fatal ruin thereof, to the indelible ſhame 
and reproach of the nation. Such Was the compa- 


OP 


vy we were thruſt in among duriug che voyage, 
which will readily be judged, might make it wor | 
little tedious and 5 to us, elpecially hen af 5 


prevail to get their wic 
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ter all the eſſays and cndexvonird we could/ule,.in 


the diſcharge of miniſterial duties to them, as we 


had acceſs in our weak and difficult circuniſtanices; 


after public and private reproving their ſwearing, 
curling, drunkenneſs, and pleading and contending 
with them, crying and roaring every day among 
them, abcuttheſe things, procuring laws to be made 
by their own- conſent againſt them, having public _ 
exerciſe every day, and preaching every Sabbath, | | 
ſo long as our health ee Yer we could not 
oeſs reſtrained, nor the 


growth of it ſtopped. rheſe things it pleaſed 
the holy and juſt God to puniſh and mite us very 
ſore with a contagious ſickneſs, which alſo we 
brought from Scotland with us, that raged during 


the whole voyage, ſo that few eſcaped the infection 


thereof, whereby many were cut off, to the number 
of about 160 in all; and among the reſt” ſome of 
God's jewels and excellent ones, and in particular, 


our dear brother, Mr Alexander "Dalpliefhy who _ * -- 


approved himſelf even to the conſciences of the molt 


debauched, as a faichful ſervant of our Lord Jefus 
Chriſt. Yet in the midſt of all this wraththe Lare 
remembered mercy toward us, in ſupporting us un- 
der all theſe preſſures, ſparing ſome of us from . 
ſick neſs, and reftoring others of us from the gates 
of death, favouring us with a fair and eaſy wind _ 


and good weather all the way, and bringing us in 


ſafety to our Port, at Which we arrived Nov. . 
But there we looked for peace and no good came, 


and for a time of healing, and behold new troudſes: 


In ſome reſpe& not unlike David's troubles, when 
be found Ziklag burnt and his friends all gone, aud 
the people ſpeaking of ſtoning him, $6 we found - 
our colony deſerted, their houſes and” batteries 


| burned, the ground they had cleared all grown-up 
again, and ao eee or WR left, but 


what 
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What is to be ſought in a wilderneſs, attended with | 
all the ſorrows, vexations, perplexities and confu- 1 
ſions, that may be ſuppoſed to accompany. ſo-con- K 
founding and ſurprizing a diſappointment of all our 

3 expectations, that had ſwelled before to too great 

bigneſs. | e 5 

N Me do not think it ſo proper for us, to trouble 

— Fou with narrations (which you may have otherwiſe 

li better) of our Governors and Officers reſolutions. 
to re-ſettle, of the meaſures taken for advancing. 

that deſign, and of the difficulties and diſcourages» 
ments that occurred and do {till increafe in the pro- 

9 0 ſecution of it. We conceive you will rather expect 
from us, an account of the concerns of the Goſpel, 
and of our miniſtry in that work; which we are for- 

ry that we are not in caſe to make ſo ſatisfactory as 
were to be deſired, being intricated in fo many diffi- 
culties, to us inſuperable. The truth is, as every 
| body was brought to his wits end, fo when we fought 

i. a retirement in the woods, which to this day is all 

a the aceomodation we have for our meeting to pray | 

and confer together about our caſe and duty; we | 

{ 


2 


„ „ „ „%  £©A foe we. 


£7 RS knew not what to do, and began to doubt if we 
were called in our preſent circumſtances, and were 
by our Commiſſions obliged to ſtay any longer with 
1 _ this people, who at firſt were not concerned iu cal - 

ng us, and now did not invite us to ſtay, We be- 
gan to reaſon with ourſelyes, that upon ſuch a ſub- 
1 ns ſtantial alteration of the caſe of our miſſion, the ſe- 
47 veral congregations that (till are in relation to fome 
% of us, as our charge, and the reverend Commiſſion 
that ſent us, might expect our return: The colony 
and church of New-Edinburgh, io which we were 


| IF ſent in miſſion, were now gone, and not to be found, 
1 and the latter never had a being in Rerum Natura, 
1 and a great part of our inſtructions, through un- 
1 foreſeen emergepts, eſſentially altering the cafe, 


were now become impracticable: As that of divid- 
ing the inhabitants of the colony into ſeveral diſtrits 
or Pariſhes, that each of us might have a particular 

| 1 charge, 
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And that we know not what our peop 
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charge, which now cannot ſoit our circumſtances : 
It being determined to keep only 500 of ſea and 
land- men, whoſe local reſidence is eircumſeribed. 


within the limits of one little Fort: That of holding 
Parochial Seſſions and diets of Preſpytery diltinds. 


which ſuppoſeth the former diviſioůon. „ 
That of labouring among the Natives fe their 
inſtruction and converſion, which io us is impoſſible, 
n neither the language nor an interpreter, that 
1 Spaniſh or Indian: And the laſt, 
he o many of us ſhould ſtay. in this country, as 
might keep up the face of a Preſbyrery,. until new -. 
ſupplies ſhould be ſent; which is now impracticable, 
when though all of us ſhould ſtay, we can OP: 
make the face of a Preſbyrery, 10 F 
| Theſe difficulties were very F yet on . 
the other hand conſidering the neceſſity of this peo 


ple to have the goſpel preached to them, which is ſo 


much the greater, that they are not ſegſible of it : 
or the reve - 
rend Judicatories that ſent us, will expect of us us. 
pon ſuch changes, nor whether they are informed 


of the change, but rather might challenge us upon. 


our return, and filence- us with ſuch a Query as we 


could not anſwer: What have ye done with thoſe 


few ſheep in the wilderneſs ? That there is ſtill a 


colony in the place, which is the primary object of 


our charge, and that though ſome ot our Aua lens 


are rendered impracticable, yet others are ſtill prac- 


ticable: and the deſign of all of them is, that we 
ſhould fulfil our miſſion, in labouring in the work: 
of the goſpel, to the edification of the colony, aud 
the goodot all it may reach. We therefore judge 


our ſelves called by Divine Providence, and obliged 


by our Commiſſion,” and by the laws of: brotherly-- 
fociety, for our mutual comfort and ſtreugthening, 
to ſtay together with this people for ſome dime, un- 


til we ſhall ſee what! is lixe to become of the colony. | 


and uſe ſome. wea!: endeavours if poſſible, io ſettle: 


2 like a church ** Haring thus * 17802 
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e addrefled; the council, and * the 
- Commiſſion's Letter to them, which they received 
civilly enough; at the ſame time we ſhe wed to them 


our commiſſion and public inſtructions, as — 


a copy of what was recommended by the Commiſſi - 
on at Edinburgb to the honourable couri of Direct. 
ors, that that Court might write to the Govern- 


ment here concerning ſubmiſſion to our miniſtry, 


aud their concurrence with us in ſuppreſſing immo - 

rality and profaneneſs, c. And deſired to know 
if the court of Directors had wriiten to the Govern- 
ment here about ſuch matters: They declared there 
was no ſuch thing ſignified to them by any letters. 
This neglect of that Honourable Court is very pre- 


Judicial to us; for if they had pleaſed to have re- 


commended theſe things, it would have quickened 
our coun ſellors to more zeal; than all our arguments 


can perſuade them to. It was ſome time after this 
before we o 


concurrence of the Government, a day for ſolemn 


Thankſgiving to for our preſervation, and for 


imploring his -bleſſog and conduct in our enſuing 
work, uato which; conſidering the preſent hum- 
bling diſpenfations of Providence, and the uncertain- 
ty of opportunities afterwards, we judged it expedi- 
ent to adjoin folewn Humiliation for our former 
and preſent abounding Abominations, aud acknow- 


ledging the juttice of God in our preſent. judge 
ments: So making the work of that day tripartite, 
Thanleſgiving, Humiliation and Prayer, which was 
per formed on the third of January laſt. But it was 


grievous to us, that ſo few gave their countenance 
and preſeuce at that work, and ſo very many, both 


Officers, Seamen and Planters fende themſelves, 


as they do every Sabbath; ſome from a principle 


of. careleſs ſloth and indifferency, others of malig- + 
neo 4 ee . on n vou may 


perceive 


ald find conveniency (the clearing of 
the ground and building of Huts for the men tak- 
ing up much time) to ſet apart with the advice and. 


us preach 


we are forced to lodge aboard the ſevgral.{t 
came ig. having = 


meet ede of; gp. incu, fa: — — th 6 


Frien 
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perceive. hoy little acc by we have to ediſy N 


ple: Which! is yet the leſs „ that,a great number 
them, near one third! at leaſt, are wild Highlande 


bai cannot ſpeak nor underſtand, Scotch, which are | 

| Barb 1 5 q us ar We, to them. Yer we do: and 
mall. through ER. ondeavoùt to be faithful an 
diligent in preac Mt the Word to them that will 


bear it, which js all that, hitherig we lp perform 


of mipiſterial duſie hn ENF while, they are kept | 


ſo buſy at work. Lhis wack we carry on 35 Gale 
leagues, in a Collegiate relation 30 ig whale. Peg 
ple, a e divide our 19 75 lo, ag do of 


evety Lord's day, Ae ichs. E hath been 
and yet continues a rear inconvepiency o „that 


us built tor us Jet alhore's 
Aud ſo e cannot always When we would, eit 


— "ang. elk allowance Tay Gr 00 5 and 
wen be. which is pinching Aud training to all 


of us: but the only cauſe that vg are molt congcegne 


ed to acknowledge, ig, the .angeript\ God . plaguing 


: Bs for our. Hur. figs, and Threaiening 0 cauſe our Farr 
Ca ſes 0 fall j in the wWilderneſs, w e many at I. 


fallen already, buried ſince our arrival. A 
We have mentioned already anr diſadrantages;for 
doing any thing among the ln 1298 3 Jet ont / enciot 


ſity prompzed us to travel twp or three da AMGAS 5 


them. We fad ah em 2, poor naked people, link 


das we ule to foy from hand 0 mouth, being. en? 
Te nod lars 20d yor.induſicjopsy peareable. 20d 

11 090 thoſe 1 hat uſe them kjndy, bat Jr e 
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what worſhip they have, ſave that we hear their 


- Prieſts conſult the devil about their enemies or ſhips 
coming to their coaſts, or ſuch like events, or that 


ever they heard any thing of the * Chriſtian religion 


from Spaniſh Prieſts, or others. In two of their 


houſes we went about the public exerciſe of worſhip 
which they did not diſturb, but ſat with grave ſi- 


lence all the time. They knew not at firſt our 


diſtinction of the Lord's day from other days, and 


ſo came with their fruits and trade to ſell, but now 
Tome of them have learned that we keep fuch a day, 
and ſeveral of them come to our Sermons to ſee 


our faſhion, and carry themſelves very decently. 
There might be ſome hope of doing ſome good a- 


mong them, if we had any that had their lan- 
guage, and if our people's practice did not ſtum- 
ble them : But alas we have reafon to fear we ſhall 
do them more hurt than good; for the firſt of our 


language that they learn, is curfing and ſwearing ; 


and they have frequently complained of our peo- 
ples going out, and ſtealing and robbing from them: 


So that in a little time we ſhall make both ourſelves 


and our religion odious to them. | 


Thus we have given ſome hint of our affairs and 


doings hitherto, ſome things recommended in our 


inſtructions we have delayed upon the account of 


the circumſtances of the colony: It being deter- 
. mined fo foon as the wind will permit, to ſend off 

to Jamaica with the hired ſhips, all that are now 
preſſing to be gone, and to retain none but 400 

andmen, and 100 Sea-men, to fave proviſions, 
which are much exhauſted : Then to wait two. or 
three months for ſopplies of proviſions from Scot- 


land; which if they come, the colony may be in a 


fair way of ſettling ; and if fo, through grace, we 
propoſe to wreftle out onr year with them : If thefe 


 1upplies come not in time, this colony will again 
diflodge, and then we muſt make the beſt of our 
way homeward. Upon theſe conſiderations having 


delivered a great many of the Commithon's printed 
4 Letters 
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Letters at ſea upon the voyage, and ſome more of 


them ſince we came to this place (which many of 
them did not much - regard; but caſt them behind 
their back) we delayed diſtributing what remains 


of them, until we.ſhall ſee who ſhall go away, and 


who ſhall ſtay, And wo the ſame proſpect hay- 
h 


ing adviſed with ſome of the counſellors, whom we 


could conveniently and confidently conſult in theſe 
matters#*(for ſome of them we did not think fit to be 


communed with on - ſuch heads) we have delayed 
the conſtituting ourſelves a Presbytery, untibthe 
colony be better conſtituted : As likewiſe the aſſo- 
ciating to ourſelves and ſetting apart Ruling Elders, 
which will be very hard to find here duly or tole- 
rably qualified, But if matters ſucceed, we intend - 
to eſſay theſe things in due time. It will be a great 
pity, if, as we fear, this deſign of ſo great impor- 
tance to the nation, - ſhall again miſcarry and come 


to nothing, through the miſmanagement and delay 


of ſupplying us with proviſions. © The Land is plea- 
fant, and a very fruitful ſoil, and might yield a ve- 


ry rich trade, if we had means to ſubdue the ground. 


and ſkill to improve it. But if ſupplies be denied 
or delayed, it muſt needs be loſt in a very ſhort 
time. „ 3 „„ Rd cr 

There come hitherto no people to trade with us, 
from any European colony, and therefore we ex- 
pet but very rarely occaſions to acquaint you with 
the State of our aſſairs; and for this reaſon, having 
by our Commiſſion a liberty to return when our year 
is fulfilled, and being obliged by our inſtructions to 
give timely notice of our reſolutions in that matter: 
We muſt now give you advertiſement, and intreat 


you to intimate it to the Reverend Commiſion, that 
none of us are determined to ſeitle here, but all of 
us are reſolved, if the Lord will, to come home, 


without a deſign of returning hither again. If the 
place be deſerted, we ſhall endeavour to gie du 


an account of it perſonally, with all poſſible expe-" % 


dition : If the colony remain, we ſhall uſe all en- 
5 G öÜ - a 


deavours to leave ſome young men behind us, in a 
capacity to preach to them; and ere we leave the 
Place, to bring this Infant- Settlement to ſuch a 
poſture, chat it ſhall be more encouraging to any 
that ſhall be afterwards ſent by the Church of Scot- 
land to aſſiſt in this work, than hitherto it bach 
been. We add no more, but bepging your ſym- 
Pathy and prayers, and that the Reverend Commiſ 
ſion may inter poſe with the bhonourable Court of 
Directors to excite them to accelerate their ſending 
us proviſions, that we and this great concern in dur 8 
hands, may nor periſh in this wilderneſs: And that 
when thoſe ſhall be ſent, or any ſure occaſion offer- 
ed, we may be refreſhed and inſtructed with a letter 
from that Reverend judicatory. We beg leave 
to ſubſcribe ourſelves, _ So VERDI 


Reverend Sir, 
Tour afflicted Brethren, and 
Servants in the work of the Goſpel, 


ALEXANDER SHIELDS. | 
FRANCIS BORLAND. * 
ARCHIBALD STOBO. . 


his above-written letter was drawn up and pen · 
ned by the Rev. Mr. Alexander Shields. 


IHE. Government and Management of the af. 
fairs of this colony was in the hands-of four coun- 
ſellors, viz. Captain Gibſon, James Byars, Captain 
Veatch and Major Lindſay, and of thoſe, James 
Byars Was the main actor, and bore the greateſt 
ſway during his abode among us. But on Febru- 
_ ary 7th, the ſaid Mr Byars failed hence in a Sloop 
for Jamaica, to ſee if he could procure to us au, 
TJupplies from thence (our forefaid letter was 255 


Engliſh there” being de well. wichere to cle ſueefs 


day evening, Feb. 15. our men being conducted by 
„ i the 


Scott gert nent ai Dü. 8 
by hw). Var he came 50 ſpeed in Jamaica The 


voured to return to out colony; yet henbver got in 


to us api; the Spaniards havidg arrived before this 


place hen he was on his way to us, ſo that he was 


neceſſitated to return to Jathaea, where at length 
we met wich him, after we had left Caledonia, and 


were arrived ar Jamaica,” 0 FOE OBO, 
| j On the eleventh of February zrribed here, in a 
Sloop from Barbadoes, Captain Campbell of Fanah, 


LS 6 


bavidg orders from our Directors ar home to be otie * 
of our counſellors; he wy ſome proviſions wien 


bim, which were very welcome to us, we being in 
great ſtraits at this time“ His arrival aud Iuſtrue- 
tions made our counſellors alter ſome of their me- 


ſures, which before they had reſolved and'conetad- = 
ed upon: For now they 'refolved to keep fill all - 


their men, and to ſend none of them off to Jatnaica, 
as they had before reſolved. For hitherto, the 


two hired ſhips that were to carry them off, could. 
not get out of the harbour, the wind continuing ſtill 
contrary to them: And fo Divine Providence or- 


dered it, that they continued here until ſueh time, 
as we removed hence all together. So we ſee that 
men propoſe, but God diſpoſeth of us and all our 


concerns, as it pleaſeth him. About this time, we 


were daily alarmed with reports of the Spaniards 
preparations againſt us, Which the event in à little 


time proved to be true. " 


February 13th, Our counſellors having received 
certain intelligence by the lndiaos, that a party ok 
the Spaniards were coming by land againſt us, feur _ 

out a detachment of 200 Men agaiuft them under 

the command of Captain Campbell of Fanah fore- 

ſaid, with whom joined about 30 of our Iudian 
friends, under the conduct of lieutenant Turnbull, 

_ , who had been one of the firſt colony, and under- 


ſtood ſomething of the Indian language. On Thurſ- 
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33 * De e of the . | 
the Indians through the woods, came up as the 


+ Spaniards, who had barricadoed themſelves: with 


trees upon the ſide of a hill, and ſuddenly ſer: upon 
them, aud after ſeveral] frings, the Spaniards fled. 
Our men durſt not purſue them far, and the thick 
woods were dangerous to men unacquainted there- 
with. They found about eight or nine of their men 
ſlain, and three they took priſoners. There were 


about as many of our men killed, and about four- 


teen wounded ; among the wounded were captain 
Campbell, Lieutenant Turnbull and Captain Pedio 


an Indian, fore wounded. The: ſpot where this 
_ Kkirmiſh happened, is by the * called Tora- _ 
tuba. Our men judged it to be about 20 miles diſ- 


tance from our Fort, bearing from us about ſouth- 


weſt, all the way being mountainous, up hill and 


down hill, but till the aſcent greater and increaſing, 
the further inlands they travelled. They found al- 
ſo here far up the country, the weather to be wet 
and rainy, eſpecially by night, whereas we that 


were by the fea ſide here below, enjoyed ſtill fair 
weather. On Feb. 18. our men returned from their 


engagement in peace. This was now a ſmiling pro- 


vidence upon us, and our people now generally. 
were lifted up with hopes and confidence, that all 


things would ſucceed proſperouſly with them. But 
alas! we did not walk humbly and thankful before 
SGod. Under this ſmile of his providence upon us, 
inſtead of our glorifying the God ot our ſalvation, 
there was little to be ſeen amongſt moſt of our men, 


but exceſſive drunkenneſs, profane ſwearing, rant- 


ing, boaſting and ſinging: And fo came of it, for 


ſhortly after, our preſent ſmiles were turned into - 
frowns, our clear ſun-ſhine was overcaſt with dark 


and threatening clouds, Providence had a quite con- 
trary aſpe& upon us, and we were ſoon as much 
dejected and cait down, as we had before been vain, 
proud and lifted up. 


About this time we were betrayed by ſeveral ſtran - 
gers coming in among us, under the pretence of 
W 5 
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into our Batbour, pretending to be from Jamaica, 


but was really a ſpy from the Spaniards, as aftet- 


wards we underſtood, they had gone from us to the 
Spaniards, and were in their company, when ſome 


few days after this, the Spaniards arrived upon our 
_ coaſt with their Fleet. Likewiſe about che ſame 


time, there were about nine French men that dropt 


in among us, in a ſmall Periago with Tortoiſes to 
fell to our chief men, that were able and willing to 
buy the ſame: and theſe alſo afterwards were found 
to be among our enemies; for there was à mixture 


of ſeveral nations ſerving in the Spaniſh fleet that 
came againſt us. We be e 7415 a n 
Our fears of the Spaniards now daily increaſ- 


ing, the counſellors ordered the repairing and for- 


tifying the batteries about the Fort, in ſuch fore 


Boat belonging to the Riſing-· Snn, with ſeveral men 


aboard, to cruize along the coaſt, and diſcover what 


veſſels they were. Theſe little veſſels ſailing along 


Spaniards, and they gave chaſe to our ſmall veſ- 


ſels, ſo that they were forced to flee in toward their 
harbour. The two Sloops being good failers, got 


ſaſely into the harbour, but the long Boat being dul- 


ler, was forced to run aſhore, and the men leaving 
the boat fled for their lives into the woods. Thus 
the Riſing · ſun loſt her long-boat, which was a great 


* 


damage to her. : 


And now ſader times and heavier diſaſters and ca» 
lamities befel the poor Caledonians, than they had 
hitherto met with. On the 23d and 2 th of Febru- 
ary, there arrived in our view about eleven fail of 


Spaniſh veſſels great and ſmall: They came to an- 
chor within Golden -Ifland, over againſt Prandies 


Bay. We daily expected their coming into our har- 


| friendſhip and neceſſity. An Eogliſh'' Sloop came 


as our preſent circumſtances would allow; and 
having intelligence that ſeveral ſhips were ſpied oft 
our coaſt. They ſent forth two Sloops and the long 


ſoon diſcovered theſe ſhips, whom they found to be 


— 


bour to attack our Fort and ſhips. Our people were 
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now filed with fears and ſad thoughts of heart, 2· 


bout our condition and the event of What might 

befel- us. S0 all hands, Sea-wen aud Land- men, 
were put to work, to fortiſy the place as well as 
they could: They al ſo made ſeveral Firetſhips of 
. their ſmalleryefſels,putting themſe]vesinasgoada poſ+ 
ture of defence as they could. But the Spaniards 
did, not come in with their ſhips, for they knew. this 


harbour wall enough, which! is eaſy for great ſhips 
to come into, but difficult and dangerous to get out | 


again; the wind chis ſeaſon of the year, generally 
blowing right into it. 80 they went another way 
to work, leſs dangerous to; themſelves, and more 
diſadvantageous to us, which ma To wed us ia 
both by ſea and land. 


3 


Many were the awful wo Ei of God upon us at 


this time. Beſides à threateding enemy without, 
and fore and waſting ſickneſs and mortality within a- 
mong ourſelves, it pleaſed the Lord alſo to afflct 
us with a dreadful fire that broke out among our 
Huts, and burned down to the ground ſeveral rows 
of them, which was on February 28, by the caſual 
firing of ſome gun- powder. Hereby many of our 
men loſt all their goods and eloaths, and ſeveral of 
the ſick people being haſtily. pulled out of their Huts, 
to ſave them from the devouring flames, and expoſ- 
ed to the open air, it increaſed their ſickneſs, and 
haſtned their death, Thus the anger of the Lord 
burnt againſt us round about, yer, few af ws, duly” 
laid it ta heart. 

The Spaniards ſoon after their inal gebt ſome. 
55 their ſmaller veſſels to the eaſtward of our Setile- 


ment, near Caret Bay, and there landed men a- 


ſhore, intending to attack us by land: And ſhortly 
after, theſe men of theirs were joined by other Spa- 
niards that came over land from Panama and Sancta 


Maria, accompanied with numbers of Indians, Ne- 


_ groes and Molattoes, who were expert in knowing 
the woods, and cutting paſſages throngh the thoroy. 
thickets of the woods in their V. It Was now re- 


* 


8 F 
* 3 7 1 * 
Lala n Q 


Scotch Settlement at DARAIK x. 


General, Don John Pimienta, who was preſent 
with them. They drew their men nearer in par- 


ties, toward that neck of land, chat Joins our Pen- 


inſula to the main. 
Our Counſollors being n now certainly informed of 


the Spaniards landing in that place, and their ad- 
vancing that way againſt us, ſent out parties of their 


men againſt them, and ro defend that paſs at the 
narrow neck of land. Our men had ſeveral {kir- 


miſhes with pagties of their men in the woods about 


that place, ſeverals were killed and wounded on 


both ſides, and among others of our men, Captain 
M' lotoſh, who ſtood his ground floutly-here; was 


ſorely wounded, and died ſome few days after. 
This ſkirmiſh was on Feb. 29, and after this we had 


ſome few days reſpite from ſkirmiſniug. 


On March 17. our men had a freſh cirmiſh with 
the Spaniards in the woods, and perceiving them 
now to be increaſed in their numbers, in their com- 


ing againſt our men, beyond what they were be- 
| fore, and our men not being ſo well acquainted and 
, Expert in fighting in the woods, as the Spaniards and 
their tawny company were, thereupon our men re- 
tired, and left the Neck of Land free and open for 


the Spaniards to paſs over. Our counſellors did no 


more ſend out any parties of men that way, to ſKir- 
miſh with the Spaniards, fave only ſcouts to obſerve 


their motions. So the Spaniards gradually advanc- 


ed nearer to our ſettlement; About the ſame time, 
the Spaniſh General ſent a Drummer with a demand 
or challenge to our counſellors, which our men, 
for want of an interpreter, did not well underſtand: 


But declared that they were Gentlemen of Honour, 


and would to their utmoſt, defend themſelves 5 
the place. 5 


The hand of the Lord was very beary upon us 
H at 


| 61. 
Ported by ſome, that their whole force, both by 
_ fea and land, amounted to about 2000. And now. 
the Spaniards having made up a conſiderable body 
of men there aſhore, under the command of their 
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at this time; our ſickneſs and Ae much in- 
creaſing, and many daily dying. Moſt of- our able 
Officers were taken away by death: Major Lind- 
ſay, one of our counſellors, died about this time. 
This fad viſitation did much diſpirit and diſcourage 
the ſurviving, that hitherto were in any health : 
For men were very ſpeedily taken away by 1 
Walling ſickneſs. Some in tolerable heajth to-day, "2 
and cut off by ſudden violent tevers and. fluxes 1 ina = 
| | Hee”: few days. > 
"RE We had many confuſed ſabbaths among vs at this 9 
{| © time, through our diſtractions and fears of the ene- 
= . my. It was propoſed bythe miniſters to our conplcl- 
lors, that a day of prayer ſhould be ſet apart, for im- 
ploring the help of the Lord in this our great ſtrait 
and day of diſtreſs ; hut they thought fo little of this 
ſpiritual weapon, that they pretended they had not 
lime for it, and fo it was neglected. But though the 
3 | miniſters were denied a day tor public prayer, yet 
| they made conſcience to ſend vp their cries to the 
| Heater of Prayer, both together, and in their ſe- 
cret receſles, that they might be remembered in 
their low eſtate, and the Lord would be ſeen in the 
mount of our extremity. And fome here have, cauſe 
to remark and to remember, how the Lord ſpike 
comfortably to them in the wilderneſs, and gave 
them the valley of Achur for a door of hope. oY 
Shortly after out counſellors and chief officers 
being ſenſible they were not in a condition and ca- 
pacity to hold out Jo; againſt the enemy, the con- 
tagious ſickneſs raging 10 among us from within, and 
a bloody adverſary, from whom We exf ted no 
mercy, blocking us up both by ſea and and from 
without; They ſent ſome of their number, TIDE; - - 
Kerr, with others, ro treat with the Spaniſh Gene- 
| kal about Articles of Capitulation. But the Spani- 
| ard, though otherwiſe difcreet and civil to our men, 
was ſo high and lofty ia his demands and terms at 
this time, that nothing leſs would ſatisfy him, than 
a F of all the Company $ ſhips, goods and 
ammu- 
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ammunition, and would only. yield to us 2 liberty. to 
tranſport our perſons and wearing apparel in the 
hired ſhips, and ſo be gone from- this place. Our 


men would not accept of ſuch hard terms, and ſo 
this treaty: broke up without effect, March 22. 
The Spayiards. threatened bard and cruel things a- 
gainſt us, preparing for a ſpeedy. aſſaulting us. 
There was much conſternation of heart among us 


at this time, and upon this diſappointment, ſinkiog 


fears, and little faith and hope; our condition now 


ſeeming molt deſperate- like; Death, on all hands, 


ſtared us in the face, and indeed moſt of us had 
tae ſentence of death in ourſelves. Many among 


us ſaid, they believed there was not # people in the 


world, in more calamitous and deplorable circum- 
ſtances, than we were in at this time: But as one 


among us well faid, This was the great ſupport” of 


the true fearers of Gad among us, though we were 


thus afflicted, yet we cannot be miſerable. And in- 


deed it is the peculiar privilege of God's upright 


ones, that though they be troubled on every fide, 
perplexed, perſecuted and caſt down, yet they are 


not in deſpair; not forſaken, not deſtroyed, 2 Cor. 


iv. 8, 9. Though they fall, they ſpall nat be utterly 
caſt down, for the Lord upholdeth them nwith 1 an, ; 


and is their light in darineſs. 
The Spaniards were ftill advancing nearer to o us, 


and on March 24. they were within a mile of our 


Fort, on the fide of an hill eaſtward from us. Soon 


after, they approached. ſo near, that they were. 
got between us and our Look-out, which is an hill 
| beneath our Fort. And now they had gained the 
advantage of having direct communication by boats 
from their fleet, whereby they; had great guns and 
ammunition brought to their land forces, and they 
were now mounting a battery againſt our Fort, upon 


the north- ſide thereof., Where our Fort was weak ⸗ 


eſt; neither could our men by their guns hinder 
ads intercourſe rd their 5 nor do them da- 
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mage in their camp, for the thick woods hid and co- 
vered them. 


March 28, and 29. The Spaniards being near 
us, ſome of er Muſketeers advanced forward near 


the ſkirts of the wood contiguous to our Fort, and 


fired both theſe days vpon our Fort, the bullets fly- 
ing over our heads. We had only one man wound- 
ed at this time. Our men on the other ſide, were 


alſo firing towards them, but they could not get 
ſight of them, they keeping themſelves ſtill darken- 


ed in the woods, and behind the great trees. 


It was a very great loſs to us, that ſince the Spa- 
niards had got ſo near our Fort, they debarred us 


from our watering- place, which was about half a 
mile diſtance from our ſettlement, for none were 
then ſuffered or durſt adventure to get out of the 


Fort to fetch water, the enemy lying in the woods. 
So our poor diſtreſſed people were neceſſitated to 
to dig for water within the Fort, which is brackiſh, 
puddle unwholſome water: This was moſt hurtful 


to men and pernicious to our men, eſpecially 


ſo ſick and low, as the moſt of us at this time 
were. Such water would have made whole men 


ſick, and muſt needs then be more dangerous and 
hurtful to the ſick and dying; eſpecially conſidering 
how bad and unwholeſome our old, ſalt and fpoiled 


proviſion now was, and as for other liquors at this 


time, to give to the ſick and dying, we had little or 
none, or any other ſuſtenance that was ſuitable or 


comfortable, and moreover, our ſurgeons Drugs 


were now a)moſt all exhauſted, and our Fort was 


like a hoſpital of ſick and dying men. 


While the poor Caledonians in a melancholy 1 | 


derneſs were brought thus very low, environed with 
enemies by ſea and Jand, and plagued with conta- 


„gious ſickneſs daily waſtiog them, (that we might | 
. juſtly apply that to our caſe, which was Iſrael's com- 
plaint of old in the wilderneſs, Pſalm xc. 7. We are 


conſumed by thine anger, and by thy wrath we. are 
troubled and filled with every ching that can make 
a lot 


S ͤ⸗.coteh Settlement at Darren: oe. 
* a lot bitter and uncomfortable as gall and worm ʒĩ7V? 
Vood; and had no external, viſible probability f 
r hopes of any ſuccour or relief from abroad, refuge 3 \ | 
E on all hands ſeeming to fail them. Divine provi- 
a dence (that is never at a loſs, and in the mount uſ- 
5 eth to be ſeen) fo ordered it, that the Spaniſh ge- 
neral Don Pimienta himſelf, offered to capitulate 
8 with our counſellors, which was on March 30, and 
t March 31. The Spaniards and our principal men 
a! came to an agreement, about delivering up the Fort 
to the Spaniards, upon certain articles after-men- 
tioned. All our counſellors and officers agreed to 
this Capitulation, excepting Captain Campbell of 
Fanah foreſaid, who was always againſt any treat- 
ing with the Spaniards, otherwiſe than by the ſword, 
So there were only two counſellors, captain Gibſon 
ö and captain Veatch, beſides our other chief officers, 
a that had the principal managing of this matter. 
ö Captain Veatch had the great burden of affairs lying 
5 upon him, becauſe captain Gibſon tarried moſt part 
. aboard his ſhip. TE Eh | NY 
Ĩ) be Articles were drawn up in Latin by Mr James 
Main, who was our interpreter in this Treaty with 
the Spaniards, becauſe he conld ſpeak French, and 
the Spaniſh General underſtood that language, but 
he declared that he would not ſubſeribe the articles 
iu French: Therefore they were drawn up in La- 
tin, which he alſo underſtood, the tenor whereof is 
here ſubjoined, tranſlated from the Latin copy. 
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ART ICLEs/ OF. CAPITULATION, 


agreed upon between bis Excellency: Dor Jour | 


eee Captain of his » CATHOLIC, M A- 


 FESTY”s Forces, both by Sea and Land. and 


Covernor of CaRTHAGENA: And the-Comman- 


ders of Fort Str. ANDREW, in the Bay of 


Cal. gDoN1a, about the ſe ch) ** the ſaid 
Fort. Maxon 315 1700. ESD 


7% a 4 


who at 5 are in «dh * 25 or ae to = 


ſaid colony, may freely repair aboard their ſeveral 


ſhips by which they came hither, with colours fly- 
ing, and drums beating, logether with all their arms 
and ammunition, and wich all their goods and pro- 
vifons. 

11. To this nipoſe there is granted to them, the 
ſpace of 14 Days to wood and water in, and that 
their ſhips may be in readineſs to fail. 

III. That time being expired, ſo ſoon as the wind 
ſhall preſent fair, all our ſhips of what ſort ſoever, 

With all their warlike furniture aboard; with the 
reſt e eee eee ſhall ſet fail together. 

- As much gun powder, bullets, guns great 
and 55 as {hall be judged ſaſſicient, hall be giv- 
en to every ſcaman and ſold:er, and to their ſeveral 
ſhips for their furniture for their voyage, a defence 
zgainſt whatſoever evil. occurrent may befal them, 
in their voyage from this port toward Britain. 


V. All veffels, great or ſmall, that may happen 


hereafter to come from Eritain or eiſewhere to this 


Port, upon our account tha'l have liberty to wood 


and water, if need be, and to ſet fail again without 


Foy moleſlation from the Span: ih King's ſubjects, 


at 
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8 providing hey commit bb hoſtility, and that for „ 
; the ſpace of two months after the date hereof: © © | 
VI. All perſons taken priſoners” by either party, 
15 ce his majeſty of Great Britain his ſubj lecke, 4 


tay am rs. 
2 


altheughethe Miviſters petitioned him upon chat 


-  trſt bring a colony to this place, hail Ve forthwich. | f i 
5 reſtored and deſivered up. _ 
= VII. That the Indians W have Beek krieg A 
1 to us, and converſed with us, ſince We came hither, } 1 
5 thall not be moleſted upon that accbatt. It as to TY 
3 be marked here, thatrhe Spaniſh Genera Wound | | 
7 by do meahs yield to this article about the Indians, A q 
\ 


d | head: "He ſaid the Indians were the king of Spain's - q 
ſubje&s, and he knew beſt how to treat his own | 
. ſubjects, and if the Jbdians would keep out « his 
7 way, Bewvguld not ſearch after them. * And he was 1 
c angry with the reverend Mr Shields, who preſentel FR 
1 our petition to him, and gave him a ſhort anſwer, '. 
* of being too officious, ſaying to him, Curd tua N 1 
8 goetia, to _ which he Tepiied, Curabs, and ſo they \4 
1 PIREE 13 oj 
VIII. That white hoſtages hal be regel, the W 
4 Sponiſh General ſhall deliver, for te more certain ; 
: Performause of the pretmſes..” a 
| Gobleribed ) miT. 
. 6 | A Wöuſide aten of the tad: thi "officers 4 
N Ty commanders of the foreſaid Fort St. "Andre, - LY 
do unanimouſly deliver up the ſaid Fort ro the” Spa- wn, Fad 
| viſh General, with alk guns great and fall, roge- 1 
. ther with all itt Was ammunition, ar at preſent v9 
therein,” and alſo aboard their ſhips, ekcept! what is 1 ry 
Es expreffed i in the fourth article. 78 - 
2: Likewiſe all ſmaller arms, excepad Wiſe I 
which befong to the officers, and” one gun, . 


| and dagger, to be given ro every ſoldier, with one 
5 piſtol and [word to be zfigned to each Teaman, all 
Fae, moreover be delivered to the 'Spaniſh General. 

| And that the premifes may be duly performed, Te 
. | 8 of the ſaid Fort, walt within one "ir 
; . alter 
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after ratification of the premiſes, and after hoſtages 
received, expreſſed in the eighth article, deliver up 


one gate and one rampart to the ſaid General, to 


be poſſeſſed by thirty ſoldiers, until the Scots be all 
got aboard of their ſeveral ſhips. 

2. We oblige ourſelves that we ſhall in no * 
moleſt any of his Catholic Majeſty's ſubjects, either 
by land or ſea, while we are upon our voyage hence 
toward Britain, providing they do not moleſt or 


trouble us. 


(Subſcribed) / GIBSON. 
2 en. 


AFTER Ratification of the foreſaid art icles, our 


men made all the diſpatch they were able to get 


ready to ſail. We were much afraid leſt the Spa- 
niards ſhould have proven falſe and treacherous to 


us, but God over-ruled them, that they made no 


open breach of the treaty. Our officers now deſir- 


ed the favour of the Spaniſh General, that he would 


grant liberty to our men to go and ſee if they could 
get off the Riſing-Sun's Long-boar, that was run a- 


| ſhore, as is before-mentioned, but he would by no 
means yield to it: thus were two of the ſaid ſhip's 


boats loſt to her, which proved a great want and 


damage to ſuch a ſhip. This Pimienta was a little 


thin man in ſtature, but mighty proud, paſſionate, 
ſtiff and wilful. 
After the concluſion of the treaty with the Spa- 
niards, they with the allowance of the General, came 
and traded with our people, buying ſeveral of their 
commodities, which our men were very Willing to 


fell to them: and by this means ſome of our people 


came to be provided with money to bear their char- 
ges, when they arrived at another port, which 


proved a favourable providence to many of them. 


Some may here queſtion, what were the main 
cauſes of the Scots officers capitulating with the 


Spaniards at this time? Jn anſwer whereunto, 


(though 


es 5 (thongh from what is above related, ſafficient rea- 


p ſon may appear for it, let i it be further 3 
8 : confidered. „ no 
1 1. At this time ben cles: were 40 bemmed in 
by the Spaniards both by ſea and land, they were 
ſe alſo plagued with a fore, contagious, raging and 
Ty , waſting ſickneſs, which was now become epidemi- 
2 cal, and thoſe of us, who were not affixed to = 
Cr buck: were become exceeding weak and feeble, fo 


that at this juncture they could hardly make out 300 
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able men fit for ſervice. This did exceedingly diſ- 


C _ pirit and diſcourage our men, the ſurviving daily 
beholding what numbers were ſuppt away by vio- 
jent and ſudden deaths, ſometimei we would bury 


2 16 Men in a day; and men walking up and down 
t in tolerable cafe to:day, would ſometimes be ſur- 
1 prized with the firoke cf death to-morrow ;\ hence 


there was a general conſternation of ſpirit among 
us, we looked on ourſelves as dead men, beſides 
moſt of our beſt officers were already dead, and 


oſlicers add men that were yet left, ſaw their caſe 
here deſperate and hopeleſs, they had no ground of 


| theſe, when they had them in their offer, without 
any longer delay; otherwiſe they had been fooliſhly 
fond of filling this place with their dead bodies, and 
| bol coveting graves in this wilderneſs, -- 

| 2. Our people here at this time, bad his ar 
| | aggravation of theirpreſent miſery, ihat their pro- 


SF G 


viſion was very bad and unwholeſome, as well as 


| growing very ſcarce and ſhort; their bread" was 

maouldy and corrupt with worms, their fleſh moſt 
unſavoury and ill-fcented, their droge & ere now al- 
molt all exhauſted, and what comfort s -here to 
ſickly and dying mean? F 


In our preſent eee e could e : 


ally expe any treſh ſupplies infeaſon.forqurrelief's 
JE he Spaniards baving blocked * the 2 into our 


1 | 8 F 


taken on by this waſting ſickneſs; therefore out 


encouragement to hold out againſt the enemy aux 
longer, but were glad to accept of ſuch terms as 


4 


7 
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harbour by ſea, and hemmed us in by Land alſo, 


were in a capacity to keep out any from coming into 
us with ſupplies, (as they actually did ſeverals, as af- 


terwards we underſtood). The Spainards might only 
have kept their ſtation where they were, and in a_ 


ſhort time have ſtarved us out, without uſing any 
other force againſt us. „ 
4 Our men were now alſo debarred from their wa- 
tering place by the Spaniards, and had nothing from 
our poor, ſick and dying men to drink, but puddle, 
brackiſh and moſt unwholeſome water, which we 
were neceſſitated to dig for within the limits of our 
Fort, and this exceedingly encreaſed our afflition. 
F. Our ſmall ſhot was now almoſt all ſpent, fo 
that the Officers came through ſeeking Pewter veſſ- 


_ els to melt down and make bullets of. Our gun-pow- 


der alſo we had left, was not good. 


6. The Spaniards that were lying againſt us aſhore, 
north of our Fort, were now mounting a battery 
with great guns againſt us, and upon that fide our 
Fort was weakeſt to make any defence or reſiſtance ; 
Our main ſtrength being on that fide next to the fea. 

7. The Spaniards here were in | manner at their 


own home having their towns and plantations round 
about them, and near to them, ſuch as Carthag- 
ena, Sancta Maria, Porto-bell, and Panama, from 


Which they could in a ſhort time, have new ſupplies 
of men and proviſions brought unto them. So that 


they were in acapacity to have ſtayed here long e- 
 nough, to have made the poor Caledonians glad to 


capitulate with them, upon harder'terms than theſe : . 
Whereas our men were now as in their Enemies 
Country, and far from friends, and could not tell 


| When or whence any relief ſhould come to them, 


Nor in their preſent circumſtances could they reaſo- 
nably expect it, „ 
8. Our Indian friends could now bring us no re- 


lief, being neceſſitated toſhift for themſeves, for fear 


of the Spaniards: beſides ſome of them had gone over 
e wo nr op to 


* 
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tothe Spaniards, and had ſecret.correſpondence with 
them; for they commonly join with the ſtronger ſide, 


* little truſt is to be put in moſt of them. 


If the impartial Reader weigh theſe things, and. | 


candidly conſider the caſe of Et diſtreſſed People 
in the Wilderneſs at this time, 1 think he ſhall have 
' no juſt cauſe to reflect upon or find fault with our Of- 


ficers and chief men, for accepting of a capitulation, 


with the Spaniards in ſuch circumſtances. Who- - 
ever ſhall reproach and blame them for it, as they, 


manifeſt little of a Chriſtian ſympathy with them 


that are in affliction, when they themſelves live at 
_ eaſe, ſo.I muſt tell them they little know what it is, 
to be in an American wilderneſs in circumſtances 


that I would not wiſh them (were it lawfull to wiſh 
evil to any perſon) to be in ſadder circumſtances 


in this world than theſe afflicted people now were, i 


in a remote, comfortleſs wilderneſs, under the Tor- 


rid Zone in a ſickly climate, encompaſſed with ene- 


mies, and all manner of difficulties, a very Magor 
miſſabib: and were they in their circumſtances, 


their ſouls in their ſouls ſtead, I preſume they 


would loſe their courage and boaſting, and be glad 
to accept oſ ſuch terms as theſe. But among many 
other hardſhips that theſe poor afflicted people 


bave met with, they muſt be patient to ſuffer this 


further, to be as lamps defpiled' in the thoughts of 
them that are at caſe. 

We may here rather think it „ how it came 
to paſs, that ſeeing the Spaniards had our people at 
ſuch diſadvantages, and they had ſo many ways the 
advantage of us (and they very. well underſtood by 
ſpies and others that had gone from us to them, 
how ſtraitened and difficult our circumſtances were) 
yet they condeſcended to grant us ſuch favourable 
terms, and were not harder upon us. 

What we could underſtand herein, as to cond 


cauſes,hat DENY have moved the 9 . 


12 


to grant unto our people here ſuch favontable terths, 
Was this. That beſides his own people were for- 
ward in preſſing him to yield unto us, as eafy term 
as might be, 00 that without longer delay: he 
Had intercepted a letter written to our- counſellors, © 
by Mr Byars foremeniioned, who was now vpon 
this coaſt returned from Jathalta, but durſt not ven- 
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ture to come into us, for fear of the Spaniards in 
his way, in that letter Mr Byars had Written to 


dur cotinſellors out of deſign, fuſpedting i it 11885 by 


the Indians the bearers thereof, fall into the Span- 
ards hands, telling them to be couragious; and hold 


out, for that there were great ſupplies of men and 


proviſions coming to them ſpeedily. This letter 


was ſent by ſome Indians to the Ealtward, J ſup- 
pole, and by the way it was never intetcepred by 
the Spaniatds, and fo brought unto the General, 


who ſuſpecting their might be ſome truth in it, was 
afraid of delays, and therefore judged it beſt and 


Fifeſt to come to Articles with the Scots, aſſoon as 
3 to prevent what after inconveniences might 
appen to bis own diſadvantage. Beſides, we may 


uppoſe he was willing to have as cheap-and eaſy a 


victory over our people as he could: ſhould he fliff. | 
Ty ſtand out and come to ſtorm their Fort, he knew 


it would coft blood, and the loſs of many of his 
men; for our pevple being redacted to that exrrem- 


ity, would kill before they were killed ; Bur all this 
Joſs he might this way prevent. 


But however it was, I ſhall not take upon me 


Politively to determine. Thus divine Providence 
brought it to an iſſue, that the Spaniards were glad 
of, and many of the poor diftrefſed Caledonians, 
were ſenſible of God's wonderfull, ſeaſonable and 


preventing mercy, that had thus delivered them 


from falling a prey to the reeth of their bloody Po- 


piſh Enemies, with whom they expected to fiad no 


mercy, though withal they lamented the fad loſs 
aud diſaſter that had now as formerly befallen their 


native country. 


Having 
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muſt be here remembred, that whilſt in his Sloc 


he was returning from Jamaica toward Caledonia, 


he had in company with him another ſmall veſſel,” 
called, the Speedy: Return captain Bailie comman- 
der, aboard of whom was Mr. M*Kay, who had 
been a counſellor in the firſt colony, and had left 


this place before the ſaid colony deſerted, went N 


Scotland, and he was now upon his return from Scot- 
land toward Caledonia. But in the way betwirt 
Jamaica and Caledonia, whilſt ths ſaid Mr M*Kay 


was a fiſhing of ſharks ſtanding at the ſtern of the 


veſſel, through a ſudden falley of the ſhip, he fell 
ovetboard into the ſea and ſo periſhed in a very 
lamentable manner, being torn in pieces by thoſe 
ravenous and devouring ſharks, the men aboard 
could make him no ſeaſonable help nor reſief. Mr. 
Byars and his ſloop did not get into Caledonia be- 
cauſe of the Spaniards lying in the way, as was not- 
ted before, and therefore he returned to Jamaica. 
But Bailies veſſe] having Captain Drummond above 


mentioned aboard of her who was well acquainted 


with the entry into Caledonia harbour, got into the 
ſame by night not being diſcovered by the Spain- 


ards. But our capitulation with the Spaniards, 
was concluded near two days before his arrival ; fo 


that his coming was too late for the intereſt of chis 
deſign, So obſervably did providence give new 


checks to this e and the Adventures 


therein. 


While our country men abode in Caledonis they 
buried near zoo men, as they reported, fo that 
this place proved to our people firſt and laſt a Ri- 
broth-Hataavah ; and of thefe that ſurvived, the 
greater part of them were ſick and weak, ſome of 
them were ſo very low, that they died upon the 


ſhore as they were carrying them to the boats, and 


others of them expired in the boats, before they 


could get them aboard the ſhips. It was no wonder 
. therefore é 
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Having before made mention of Mr. Byats, _ 


and hard circumſtances would allow. 
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therefore, if many of them died at ſea. The time 


our men ſtayed in Caledonia was four months and 
about 12 days- The rainy ſeaſon was begun when 


Ve took a long farewell of this corner of the Lords 


earth, leaving the Spaniards in poſeſſion of it. 
On the 11. of April in the evening 1700. Our 


people having now got all their ſurviving men a- 


board, and matters brought to as good a poſture 
and preparation for failing, as their preſent low 

They weighed anchor with much difficulty, our 
men being for the moſt part, ſeamen as well as 
landmen, very feeble and weak, endeavouring to 
get ont of this harbour with the ſhips. They had 
much difficulty with the Riſing-Sun, ſhe being a 


bulky ſhip ofabout 60 Guns, and not ſo eaſy to work 


as the reſt, and the wind being ſmall and not very 
fair, ſo that ſhe was once in hazard of running 
aſhore upon the rocks next to the fort; but at 
length, with the help of the Spaniards, who were 
glad to be rid of us, as we were of them, by 
rowing and warping ſome ſail together, they got 
her out in ſafety before Golden Ifland, where ſhe. 


came to an Anchor in view of the Spaniſh fleet, on 
April 12 early in the moroing, being friday, T his 


{hip loſt: one of her Anchors in Caledonia harbour, 
the reſt of our ſhips got out with leis trouble. 

The evening of the ſaid day weighing anchor, 
we ſet fail altogether, ſteering north eaſt, deſign- 
ing for Blewfields in Jamaica, as they had agreed 
among themſelves. But when once they. had got 
to ſea, every one made the beſt of his way, not 
waiting for one another, nor ſtudying to keep com- 


pany together, ſo ſome of our fleet ſailing better 


than others, we ſoon loſt fight of one another, our 


whole fleet great and ſmall, conſiſted of 7 veſſels 


viz, The four ſhips that came together out of Scot- 


land. mentioned before, Bailies veſſel, captain Camp- 


bells ſloop and an old ſloop. | 


As 
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As they had been exerciſed with ſore ſickneſs 
and mortality while in Caledonia, ſo now when we 


were at ſea, it much increaſed upon us, and no wort. 

der it was; for the Poor ſick men were ſadly croud- 
ed together, eſpecially aboard the Riſing- Sun like 
ſo many Hogs in a ſty, or ſheep in a fold, ſo that 


their breath and noiſome ſmell infected and poiſoned 


one another: neither was there any thing ſuitable 
or comfortable to give to the ſick and dying; the 


the beſt was a little f poiled Oat- meal and water; and 


poorly were they attended in their ſickneſs; and it was 
a moſt uncomfortable and dangerous work, for the 


poor miniſters to go down and among them, and 
viſit them in their ſad and dying condition, their 
noiſome ſtench being ready to choak and ſuffocate 


any zmalignant fevers and fluxes, were the moſt 


common diſeaſes, which ſwept away great numbers 


from amongſt us; from aboard of one ſhip the Rif- 
ing · Sun they would ſometimes bury.in the ſea eight 


or nine in one morning, beſides what died out of 


the other ſhips; and when men were taken with 


theſe diſeaſes, they would ſometimes die, like men 


diſtracted in a very fad and fearfull like manner. But 
this was yet more lamentable to be ſeen among theſe 


poor afflicted and plagued people, that for all God 


ſo afllited them, yet they ſinned ſtill the more; were 


as hard and impenitent as before; would ſtill curſe 
and ſwear, when Gods hand was heavy on them, 
and their neighbours dying and dead about them. 
I remember it was the obſervation of the reverend 
Mr. Shields concerning this people, that he had 
converſed with many ſorts of people, in ſeveral parts 


of the world, and had ſerved as a miniſter for ſeve- 
ral years in the army in Flanders, but he never 
had ſeen or been concerned with ſuch a company 


as this was, for the greateſt part of them. Surely 


this might make the poor miniſters here take up 


Davids Lamentation in Pſalm cxx. 5. Wo is me that 


th /y yourn in Meſech and —— in * tents Redat. 


While 
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While we were in our voyage toward Jamaica, 
captain Dallings ſhip turned very leaky. We bad 


for ſome time loſt, company with the Riſing- Sun, 


but by good providence he did again meet with the 
ſaid ſhip at ſea, and the people aboard of him were 


glad to be removed from his ſhip, that they might 


come aboard of the Riſing-Sun for their great ſafe- 
ty. So there were none ſtayed behind aboard of 
Dalling's ſhip, but the ſeamen with captain Dalling; 
but ſoon after his ſhip turned very leaky, that the 


ſeamen durſt not venture to keep at ſea in her any 
longer. So they were neceſſitated to run with their 


ſhip into Carthagena the neareſt port to them at 
this time, to ſave themſelves from perithing : and 
there at a low rate captain Dalling id his hip to 
the Spaniards, himſelf at length through many dan- 


gers getting ſafely to Jamaica, where afterwards we 


did meet with him. This is now one of our ſhips 
loſt ſince we left Caledonia. 


Another of our veſſels the old "SY became alſo 


very leaky at ſea; ſhe miſſed the iſland of Jamaica, 


and was ſhip- -wrecked upon the iſland of Camanos, 
which lies weſtward from Jamaica: the greateſt part 
of the men ters of her, were ſaved by the help 
of the iuhabitahts of that iſland, where ſome of them 
after died, and others of them got at length to Ja- 
maica. This is another of our veſſels loſt ſince we 
came to ſea. 


It was a tedious, Aifficult and 130 l | 


Paſſage, that we had aboard the Riſing- Sun, on 


many accounts ſuch as raging ſickneſs, great morta - 
lity, bad unwholeſome proviſions, uncomfortable 
Company, ſcant and narrow winds and many dangers | 


from without, which the Lord delivered us from. 


But at length on May ) we arrived ſafely at Blew- 
fields, which is ſituated toward the weſt end of Ja- 
maica, others of our company, as captain Millers 


ſhip captain Duncans ſhip, and Bailies veſſel had gor 


to Jamaica befote us, only captain „Campbells ſloop 


ſteering 
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ſteered? dot our courſe 4 but as afterward We under 
ſtood, went directly to New York, a far healthier. 
| dimate, d from thence got ſafely home to 


wu, 


-Dirivg our voyage to endes we buried m 
men at fea, It was reckoned that out of our ſever 
ſhips, there died above 250 meu within the ſpace 


of ode wonth; and that, perſons of all ranks, Offi 


cers and Genilemen' as well as others. 
After our arrival at Jamaica, our poor p 


people 


that had ſarvived thoſe many calamities, and had 
got their lives for a prey hitherto, did for the moſt 


part go aſhore upon the ifland; and were glad to 


9 


hire themſelves ſervants to planters there, as they 


could meet with the offer of a maſter, being ear 
neſtly deſirous to get out of that calamĩtous and moſt 
diſtreſſed condition, which they had been ſo long 
in, and were even almoſt conſumed with. - 


It was a long time chat our ſhips lay at Jamaica, 
near the ſpace of three months, and during that 


ſpace many of the ſeamen ren away from and de- 
ſerted our ſhips, more eſpecially many ef the Ri- 


bing. Sun's men, which proved a great loſs to her, 


and much difabled ber for performing her voyage 
bomewards. A fad crew of men thefe were, little 
good government was among them: ſometimes they 


would not at all regard the commands of the Off- 


cers, but do as they pleaſed themſelves; and hat 


a hell was it to be in their compaby, who neither 


feared God nor regarded man. 
Ihe fiekneſz continued ſtill among our men bara 
in Jamaica, and poorly were they treated and bad- 


ly attended ia their fichneſs. Many of them died 
in this place- beſore we ſailed hence, aud that of 
the Seamen as well as Landmen; the intemperance 


of many of them here where they had opportunity 


to get ſtrong liquors in Plenty, did haſten their 


death. It was ſuppoſed, that out of the ſeveral 


hips companys that EN Ee? to Jamaica, there 


died 
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died near a hundred of them, before our ſhips left 


this iſland. | | VVV 
Among others of our countty men that died here 


in Jamaica, the reverend Mr Alexander Shields 
was one, he departed this life at Port-Royal in Jam- - 
aica on June 14 of a violent and malignant Fever: 


much lamented of all that knew his worth and parts, 
and had the occaſion of his aquaintance. He had 
been heart weary and broken with this company of 


men, among whom he had laboured and conver- 
fed ſo long, with ſo little ſucceſs ; and therefore 


left them and went up to Port-Royal, deſigning, it 
ſeems, to take paſſage thence homeward by the way 


of London. But men propoſe and God diſpoſeth; 


for he bad now done his work, and it pleaſed 
his maſter here to call for him, and to put an end 
to his weary and troubleſome pilgrimage in this 
ſpot of our Lords earth. And now he reſts. from 
labours, and his works follow him. His worth was 
little known or prized by the. moſt of theſe be had 


ſojourned and laboured among in the work of the 
Goſpel, of whom they were not worthy. This 


ſtroke was an awfull frown of providence, upon 
that poor company which he was taken from, and 
bad ſo often and aeffctionatly exhorted, reproved 
and admoniſhed ; for the righteous are taken away 
from the evil to come. He was decently buried 
by ſome kind and diſcreet Engliſh Inhabitants in 


Port-Royal, in the burial place near Kingſtown in 
Jamaica, a kind country woman Iſable Murray pay- 
ing the expences of his funeral, He had only prea- 
ched one fabbath at Port-Royal, upon that text, 


Hoſ. 14. 9. The ways of the Lord are right, which 
proved his laſt ſermon in this world, When be was 


in Caledonia, he preached moſtly upon that text, Acts | 


xvii. 26. 27. God hath determined the times before ap- 
pointed, and the bounds of our habitation, He had 


a ſtrong impreſſion for ſome years before (as I have 


heard from ſame who were intimate with him) that 


he 
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he ſhould die about the middle of June, and ſo i it 


There died here alſo in Jamaica: two of: our 


55 men, Students in divinity, Mr Greg and Mr 


Potter: Mr James Main died here likewiſe, after 
we had left this iſland, 

The divine providence wrought gracionlly i in ca 
balf of the other ſurviving miniſters, Mr Stobo with 
his wife, Mr Borland, and the widow of Mr Dal- 
gleiſh, in that they had their lives given them for 
fr a prey, in the midſt of ſo many deaths: ſome 
of them were brought back from the gates of death ; 


and here they were kindly received and entertained 


by ſtrangers, till the Lord directed them ſeverally 


by right ways, and carried them at laſt to places of 
comfort and refreſhment, by a ſeries of wonderful, 


deg and well ordering providences. 
About a month after we had arrived at Jamaica, 
we had intelligence by a Jamaica ſloop come from 
Caledonia, that the Spaniards were continuing their 
abode in that place, but that they were very ſickly 
as the Scots have been before them. - | 
There was another Scots veſſel from Dundee that 


"had ſailed to Caledonia, after our arrival at Jamai- 


ca; but they met with an unexpected diſappoint- 
ment, as others had done before them, finding their 


country men gone, and the Spaniards now poſſeſſing 


that place, who would not ſuffer their boat to land 


but did them no further damage; ſo they ſailed 


for Jamaica, where they found our ſhips lying at 
Blew- Fields; and ſhortly after, not finding our veſ- 


ſels ready to fail, they returned 1 in their voyage for 


whe 7% 
On July 21ſt, the Riſing:Sun,. having by this 
time got all ready to ſail, and preſerved as many 


of their ſea-men as they could; having alſo ſome of 
our landmen aboard, among whom were Mr. Stobo, 
one of our miniſters, with his wife: their whole 
number, ſeamen'and paſſengers. being about 140 


1 weighed anchor, and ſet 5 from Blew- 
K 2 Sy fields 


do Tie Hrsronr of be 


fields in Jamaica, defigning home for Scorland 
he reſt of our ſhips, ſome of them had ſet fail 
fome days before, and others of them ſoon after. 


The faid thip, the Riſing- Sun, ſteered on her courſe; 


til they came up with the gulph of Florida: And 


being got this length, on the 44th of Auguſt, there 
came upon them ſuddenly, a violent ſtorm of wind, 


which in a few minutes carried all their maſts by 
the board, and ſtaved their boats, which they had 


left, all to pieces, By this diſmal diſaſter, they were 


 _. brought to a very forlorn condition; their ſhip be- 


coming yery leaky, and wanting all their maſts and 
tackling, they were like a wreck upon the ſea. 
However, in this extremiry, making the beſt ſhift 


they could, with the help of a jury-maft, and what 


pieces of tackling they had left; with much difficul- 
ty they got up to the coaſt of Carolina; and on 
Avguiſt 24th, they came to anchor before Charles- 
Town in Carolina, about nine miles from the 


harbour, before the Town, there being a barr be- = 
fore the barbour, that ſuch great ſhips cannot get 
over. They were defigned to take out her guns, 


and Jading to lighten her; that ſo drawing leſs 
water, the might get over the barr,, But poor peo- 
ple, they knew little, what a fad hour was ſpeedi- 


ly to overtake them, Eccl. ix. 12. As fi/hes that are 


taken in an evil net, and as birds are caught in the 


ſnare ; fo are the ſens of men ſnared in an evil time, 


when it falleth ſuddeniy upon them. By the gra- 


cious providence of God, there were fifteen of them 


aſhore; among whom were Mr. Stobo, and his 
wite, before the following deſtruction overwhelmed 
this poor company, aboard the Riſing - Sun. 


On September zd in the night, it pleaſed the 


holy and Sovereign God, to ſend down a moſt ter- 
Tible and dreadful hurricane, that raged ſo fearfu]- 
Jy and impetuouſly ; that this ſhip, the Riſing-Sun, 
was in a little time, all ſtaved to pieces; and all the 


| Poor people that were aboard of her, were loſt, and 
Periſhed in the raging fea, to che number of 112 


Per- 
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perſons.” Here poor captain Gibſon, and all be 
Wenn died; and none were preſerved, but thoſe \ 
fifteen! perlons that were aſhore, before this fatal 
ſtroke came on. The names of theſe fifteen pre» 
ſerved, as I learn from lientenant Grahame, who 


was. ove of them, ' were James Byars a counſellor 
mentioned above; captain Urqhuart; Mr. Stoba 


and his wife; lieutenant Graham forementioned; 
David Kennedy; - lieutenant Durham; enſign John 
Murray; enſign Robert Colquoun ; William Brea» 
dy; Jobn Spence ; James Dick; Alexander Hen» 
drie ; John Miker a boy, and James Pickens. Thefe 


were all that were ſaved from this overthrow. Of 


them that were loſt, ſome of their bodies were driv« 
en aſhore, with ſome pieces of the wreck, but no- 
| thing conſiderable, Thus the great and coſtly thip 
the Riſing · Sun, came to ſuch a- ſudden and tragical 
end, and did here ſet in ſuch a dark and diſmal a 
cloud. This laſt blow, was one of the foreſt and 
moſt tremenduous of all the ſad ſtroaks, which have 
befallen this deſign and company concerned therein 


_ hitherto. | Nuts talia fande temperet a lachrymis? 


Some time after this dreadful overthrow, I had A 
letter from Mr. Stobo in Carolina; giving an ace 
count of his wonderful preſervation, and the cirs 


cumſtances of tis company, that here periſhed, tio 
the effect following. ——1 doubt not but ye have 
beard how narrowly I eſcaped the judgment that 


came upon the Riſing- Sun; 1 and my wife, were 
ſcarce well gone from her, when wrath ſeized upon 
her; we were the laſt that came from her; and af- 
ter our departure the ſtorm came ſo ſudden, that 
none could find the way to her, It was the Lord's 
remarkable mercy, that we were not conſumed in 
We ſtroke with the reſt. They were ſuch a rude 

ompany, that 1 believe Sodom never declared ſuch. 
impudence in finning as they; any obſervant eye 
might ſee, that they were running the way they. 
went : hell and judgment was to be ſeen upon them, 
and in them, before the time. You. faw them wo 
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but I ſaw them worſe; their cup was full, they 
could hold no more; they were ripe, they muſt be 


cut down with the fickle of his wrath —Here 1 loſt 


my books and all, and have only my life for a prey, 
with my {kin as it were in my teeth. Ye oe RT Red 
It is obſervable, that before this dreadful deftruc- 


F 


tion befel this ſhip and company, it pleaſed the Ho- 
17 Alwiſe, and Gracious God, to remove from 
| 


em all their miniſters, who had ſucceſſively failed 
in this ſhip, and preached to this company. Firſt 


Mr. Shields was ſeparated from their company at Ja- 
maica, and taken away by death there, at Port- 


Royal, as is above related. Afterwards, Mr. Bor- 


land was directed by the wiſe and well ordering pro- 


vidence of the Lord, to leave this ſhip and com- 


| pany, while they were tying at Jamaica, and to 


ſteer his courſe anothet way, Firſt, He took paſ- 


ſage for Port-Royal in Jamaica; then he took paſ- 


ſage for Boſton, in New-England ; and laſtly, he 


took paſſage for London ; and from thence, Per 
partes caſus, per tot diſcrimina, be got ſafely home 
by land, to his own again. The Lord leading, 


preſerving, healing, ſtrengthening and upholding 
all the way. Then laſt of all, Mr. Stobo was re- 


markably and wonderfully taken from them, as a 
brand out of the fire, but a little before their final 


overthrow: Thus when once Lot was gone out of 
Sodom into Zoar, then without auy longer delay, 


the Lord rained deſtruction from heaven, upon 
thoſe cities of iniquity, Gen. xix. 29, 24. 


The providence of God was very gracious to Mr. 
Stobo and his wife, here at Charles-Vown in Caro- 


Iina; in that when they were here brought aſhore, 

poor ſtrangers, and had loſt all their furniture; it 

Pleaſed the Lord, who cares for his poor _— 
bf 


every where, to incline the hearts of fome diſcre 


and kind Chriſtian people here, to befriend Mr. 


Stobo, and ſupply bis wants; yea, to call him to be 


their miniſter, and give him a comfortable maintain- 
ance ; for they were at preſent in much want and 


need 
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need of ſuch a miniſter; and ſo this remarkable 
rovidence, in caſting Mr. Stobo at this time, and 
in ſuch a manner, was both a wonderful mercy to 


Mr. Stobo, and a ſeaſonable, and unexpected mer- 


cy to this kind people i in Carolina; and here I ſup- 
poſe Mr, Stobo continues to this day, if he be yet 


alive. 


While we were in Caledonia, I remember one 
of the miniſters preached aboard this ſhip the Riſing- 


Sun, upon that text, Numb. xxxii. 23. Behold you 


have ſinned againſt the Lord, and be ſure your fins 
ſhall find you out. And behold here, how God made 


good his word of threatning, which this poor com- 


pany would not believe, nor regard; for now Leir 


ſins found them out with a witneſs. | 
It is a great truth, that the judgments of God are 


often very remarkable, as in the kind and manner _ 


of them, ſo alſo ſometimes in the very place of them. 
The Lord gives men occaſion to obſerve ſometimes 


their fin in their puniſhment, even in the very place 


of it, as the Lord dealt with Iſrael of old in bs wil- 
derneſs, Numb. xiv. 2, 28, 29. In the wilderneſs 
they had grievouſly ſinned and provoked God; well 


ſays God, in this wilderneſs your carcaſes ſhall fall. 
Some good people i in Scotland, that had formerly 
known captain Gibſon forementioned, and his con- 
verſation, having underſtood his coming to ſuch a 


ſudden and awful end at Carolina, from thence took 


occaſion to remember and reflect upon his former 
_ cruel and inhuwane carriage, toward thoſe poor pri- 


ſoners, whom he tranſported to the ſame Carolina 
in the year 1684. And to obſerve how that here, 
in the very ſame place, it pleaſed the Sovereign 


Lord of heaven and earth, to call him in fo terrible 
a manner to his account. And though the judg- 
ments of the Lord be a great deep, and we are call- 
ed to judge ſobetly and cautiouſly of them, yet when 
God's hand is lifted up ſo viſibly and remarkably, 


n we are called to regard and obſer ve his opera- 
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tions, and wiſely to confider his doings, Pſal. Ixiv 9. 

Hoy the Lord makes himſelf known by the judgment 

which he executeth; and how he deals out judgment 
without mercy, to them that had ſhewed no mercy, 
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This ſhip. the Riſing-Sun, had bees a veſſel; in 
which much fin was committed; and in that ſame 
bottom, God brought many of theſe poor people 


to a ſudden and lamentable end; ſhip and company 
periſhed altogether. Let our fleſh tremble for fear 


of him, and let us be afraid of his judgments. 

By the ſame hurricane at Carolina, there was an- 
other of our ſhips loft in Charles-Town harbour, 
which was captain Duncan's ſhip, but the men ſav- 
ed their lives. Captain Dancan himſelf, who was 
a diſcreet ſober man, died at Jamaica, before his 


ſhip failed thence; his ſpirit being broken by the 
many ſad diſaſters which he had met with in this 
undertaking. . e 

The ſad hurricane did alſo a great deal of damage 


to the country of Carolina, deſtroying their corn 


and rice; burying it in the ground; breaking down 
the trees; overthrowing their houſes. Their were 


alſo ſeveral other ſhips loſt by this hurricane, that 


were lying in this harbour, and ſeveral of the men 


aboard of them loft. 


Another of our ſhips called the Company's-Hope, 


captain Millar commander, was alſo loſt in her voy- 


age from Jamaica ; being caſt away upon the rocks 
called Colorados, on the weſt end of Cuba. But 


the men aboard this veſſel, ſaved themſelves by their 
boats, ſome going aſhore upon Cuba, and betaking 
themſelves to the Spaniards, and others of them 


returning to Jamaica. Captain Veatch one of our 


counſellors ſailed paſſenger in this veſſel; but be 
died at fea before the ſhipwreck of the veſſel: He 
was a ſober, diſcreet and prudent man, but broken 


with the many croſſes and burdens he met with in 


this undertaking... _ Eh pie 
Bailies veſſel and captain Campbel's ſloop, did 


both get home to Scotland, which are all of our 
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The four ſhips that failed together out of Scot- . 


land, being all loſt, and the men moſt part dead. 
1 mall here tember the names of ſome of our 


g coumry- men that deceaſed ſince we came from Scot- 


land, ſome by fea, and otheroby land. 


Mr Alexe, Dalg teiſh, 
\ his maid and child 


Capt. Wallace 


Enſign Kinaird 
Capt. Ramſay 
William Maſterton 
Mr Jefferies Ingineer 
Mr Thomas Greg 
Mr John Muie 
Laird of Dunlop 
Mr Audrew Stuart, bro- 
ther to the Earl of 
of Galloway - 
Cape Kerr. 
Sir Alexr. Kinard 
James Bowdon - 
Enſign Bailie 
Enfign John Innies 
Ninian Warden 


Lieut, Alexr. Ramſay - 


Enſign Arthur 

Capt. Montgomery 

Capt. Gibfon counſel. 

Stuart of Minto 

Mr Johnſton his Wife 
and Son 


Chriſtopher Strong 


James Bowton - * 


Jobu Gawie 
Mr John Potter 
Lieut. Kerr 
Samuel Fulerton 
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| Enſign Hugh Scott 


| 
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Alex. Hamilton 


29 — Campbel 


| John Bron 
| Lord Mungo Murray 
| Nathan Maxwel 


Maj. Lindſay G. 
Robert Alſton 
Michael Shields 
James Bowers 

Mr James Main 
Capt. Murray 
William Taylor 
Capt. John Bailie 
Capt. Bain 
Faſign John Young. 
Mr Alexr. Shields 
Capt. M*Inteſh 
Major Ramſay 
Capt. Duncan 
Capt. Veatch Conſ. 
Thomas Miller Surg. 


John Bailie IGM) 
I Mr. MfNieb-- 


William Lamb 
Mr Colvil 
William Cunningham 


_ | Boatſwain of the Riſ⸗ 
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From all theſe preceding accounts, we may ve- 
ry near compute, that ſince the firſt begining of this 
_ deſign to ſeitle a Colony in Caledonia, in America, 
until that laſt dreadful blow upon the Riſing-Sun, 
and her company at Carolina, our nation has loſt 
near two thouſand men in this undertaking, by ſea. 
and land together. So expenſive and coſtly a bar- 
gain hath this project been, as to the loſs of many 
men's lives, beſides the expence and loſs of a vaſt 
treaſure beſtowed thereupon, - LS 
Tantæ molis erat Darienſem colere terram, 
So coſtly and ſo dear was this deſign. 
To plant a Colony in Darie. 
So many and ſo calamitous were the diſaſters that 
befel this deſign and company concerned therein: 
From all which we may draw ſome obſervations, 
and make ſome reflections for our inſtruction; out 
of the eater we may fetch forth meat, and out of 
the ſtrong we may draw out ſweetneſs. : | 
1. From all that hath befallen this undertaking 
and company, it is fadly evident and plain, that he 
that runs may read it, how a holy and juſt God has 
eminently appeared againſt, counteracted, and frown- 
ed upon alt the ſteps of it, from the firſt to the laſt, 
and upon them that were concerned therein : And 
theſe ſad blows and frowns, reach home to our na- 
tion alſo, with a fad aſpe& upon them, ſpeaking 
forth the Lord's anger, and call for humiliation 
from all. Surely God is angry with us, and has 
turned a deaf ear to our prayers; the cry. of our 
fins, bath outdone the cry of our prayers; and hath 
extorted fo many awful inſtances of the holy ſeve- 
rity of a jealous God againſt us. That clauſe in 
the Commiſſion's printed letter, page 15, 16. has 
4 had a ſad and true accompliſnment, upon the per- 
ſons employed in this undertaking.—lf you for ſake 
him, he will forſake you; and all your forward ex- 
pectations and blooming hopes, ſhall be blaſted and 
wither, and your Colony laid deſolate; your 0 ge 
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inſtead of honour and renown, ſhall be branded with 
infamy, hiſſing and ſcorn; and your bleſſings turned 

into curſes, and the Lord ſhall pluck you up, and 
not plant you, and ſhall ſeparate you unto evil, 
Deut. xxix, 21. after he had ſaid, he would do you 
ood, - oy e; Ret 
2. But ſome may ſay, what meaneth all the heat 
of this great anger? why hath the Holy Ghoſt walk. 
ed ſo contrary to us? Is it not becauſe we have 
' walked contrary to him? Lev. xxvi. 23, 24. And did 
caſt his precepts behind our backs, We did not honour 
him in our deſign and way; but many ways diſho- 
noured, contem ned, and rebelled againſt him. There- 
fore he hath expoſed us to contempt and reproach 
among ſtrangers : He hath watched upon the evil, 
and brought it upoa us: He has troubled us in his 
„ wrath, and vexed us in his ſore diſpleaſure; and 
1 hath followed us with one ſtroke after another; and 
3 broken us with breach upon breach. Theſe that 
> had eſcaped the fear, he has made them to fall in- 
to the pit; and they that had got out of the pit, he 
bath made them to be taken in the ſnare, Iſa. xxiv. 
17, 18. His anger hath not turned away from us, till ' 
its. it hath conſumed the meſt of us: They who had got 
cout of one fire, another fire hath deyoured them, 
Ezek. xv. 7. Surely the Lord hath made our ſins to 
8 find us out with a witneſs, Numb. xxxii. 23. | 
3. That the ſins of a profeſſing people outward- 


C WM. On 


oy ly in covenant with God, and enjeying the means 
. of grace and calls to repentance; when ſtill the 

th continue rebellious, obſtinate, and ſtif-necked ;_ will 
187 ſooner or latter, bring down upon them, the ſe- 
170 vereſt of judgments, Amos iii. 2. Tou only have I 
aas WB #nown of all the families of the earth; and therefore. 
A I will puniſh you for all your iniquities. God will 
Ke bear long with many things in another people, which 
* which he will not let paſs, without ſevere, and more 
nd ſpeedy rebukes, upon a profeſſing, but impenitent 
. and incorrigible people. eee 
ead 7 5b 2 | "I That | 
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4. That all the rods and judgments of God, yea | 


mercies and deliverances too, toward ſtubborn and 


Impenitent ſinners, will not of themſelves alone, 
humble and reform ſinners, make them ceaſe to do 
evil, and learn to do well; unleſs ſovereign and 
ſpecial grace concur, and join in together with the 


ſame. Oh! How viſible and remarkable was this, 
in this poor company, who notwithſtanding they 
were ſo plagued and ſmitten of God, yet they re- 


belled ſtill, they ſinned yet more. Yea many times 
did he deliver them; but fill they dealt proudly, 
were unthankful, and hearkened not to his com- 


mands: the goodneſs and patience of God did not 
lead them to repentance. © The 


5, It is an awful demonſtration of the Lord's an- 
ger againſt men, when he infatuates their counſels, 


ſuffers them to take wrong ſteps and meaſures. Quas 


Deus vult perdere, dementat prius, and when he 
leaves them to truſt in the arm of fleſh, and their 
own carnal policy; ſo that they look away from the 


boly One of Iſrael; and when he removes uſeful 


Inſtruments, and permits worſe to be employed, 


and continue in their ſtead. 8 
6. When men are big, and puffed up with lofty 
hopes and high expectations from earthly things, 
how promiſing like ſoever they be; boalb and con- 
. fide in their own worldly wiſdom and ſtrength, their 


projects and meaſures ; it is juſt with God to blaſt 


them therein, and make them to ſee themſelves but 
men; their wiſdom to be but fooliſhneſs, and to be 
aſhamed of their vain confidences. Hereby God 
teacheth us to truſt fleſh and the world leſs, and 
and to look unto God more, and to have our hopes 
and expectations from the world, mean and low, 


and to make God our only glory and confidence. Q 


the great yanity; emptineſs and uncertainty of all 
worldly things, and hopeful like projects here be- 
low. Truſt not in ſublunary things, nor expect 
bappineſs therefrom, Jer, xvii. 5. Earthly * 


* 4 
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neſs will never anſwer full meaſure to man's delire. 
May the many fad diſaſters and ſurpriſing diſappoint-" | 
ments, which attended this affair of Caledonia, teach 
us to moderate our deſires and expectations from 
earthly things; not to ſeek them over eagerly, tho 


they may-ſeem never ſo advantageous and promiſing- 


like; nor to be overgrieved or diſquieted for the 


loſs and defeating of our hopes about the ſame, con- 
lidering the great uncertainty of the ſequel and e- 
vent of all human affairs. And may the ſame ex- 
periment teach alſo our people at home, to value 
and eſteem more highly, the glorious goſpel of our 
Lord Jeſus, and the bleſſings thereof; the mer - 


chandize whereof is better than the merechandive of 


ſilver, and the gain thereof greater, than all the fine 


gold in the ladies. When outward things fail and 


miſcarry, learn we more highly to prize, and ear- 
neſtly to ſeek after the true riches, that will never 
fail, and no man can rob us of. 

7. If one ſinner deſtroy much good, Ecel. ix. 18. 
much more will many ſinners ſurely do it. What 


Wonder is it, if great and hopeful like deſigns miſ- 


carry, when unſkilful and unfaithful inſtruments 


are employed and entruſted with the management 5 
thereof! they that ſend a meſſage by the hands f 
fools, cut off the feer and drink damage, Prov. xxvi. 


6. Our countrymen at home have fad and 'too lare 


| experience hereof : great deſigns had need to be 


well founded and framed, and wiſely managed and 


carried on. All places in America are not aſike fit to 
plant Colonies in, neither are all men fit to de en- 


truſted with ſuch a work. 


8. In common judgments and celamities, the bo- | 
ly and ſovereign God ſometimes ſees it meet, to 
ſuffer even ſeveral of his dear ſervants and precious 


ones, to fall and be carried off the ſtage thereby: 
bis judgments are a great depth, but it is in mercy 
to his own people, die when, or where, or in what 
manner it t plealcth God: they are taken away* * 
| ; .. 2 
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the evil to come, and enter into peace : but it prog- 
noſticates no good to that people (eſpecically if im- 
penitent and unthankful,) | wa, whom they are re- 
moved, but rather evil and fear of future wrath and 
approaching judgments, 

9. The great governour of the ana in common 
and epidemical judgments upon poor ſiaful men, 
yet remembers mercy in the midſt of deſerved wrath 


and anger, and does not make a full end; but ſpares 


fome to be monuments of bis rich mercy; and diſtin- 


guiſhing and ſparing goodneſs, that they may tell 


of all his wondrous works, and ſound forth his praiſ- 
es. Surely then, theſe perſons who have got their 


life for a prey, and have eſcaped theſe many and 


various deſtructions that their eyes have ſeen, and 
which they have in a great meaſure been tried by, 
and very narrowly eſcaped, are under deep obliga- 
tions to remember all the way, which the Lord led 
them through the wilderneſs and throngh the ſea, 
and how he lifted up his hand for their deliverance, 
and to ſing of the mercies of the Lord, Pal. Ixxxix. 


1. to ſing of mercy and judgment, Pfſal, 101. 5: - 


and to pay their vows to the moſt High, Pſal. l. 14. 
while they have a day to live in the world. 

How obſervably and wonderfully does God ſome- 
times guide his people, and lead rhem by ruining 


diſaſters: he leads the blind in a way that they know 


not, and by a right way; and pulls them as a brand 


out of the burning; and orders thoſe providences 


and means of their preſervation, the deſign whereof 
they little underſtood at the time. It is good for 
God's people, that they and all their concerns and 


. OOO are in the Lord's hand, and not in their 
own: he is wonderful in er and excellent in 


kr Peregrini Deo Curg. 


10. Some of theſe poor people concerned in theſe | 


many changes, diſaſters, hardſhips aud calamines, 


have cauſe to celebrate the praiſes of the Lord, that 


as their burdens and trials were many and heavy; : fo 


the 
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the moſt gracious and everbleſſed Lord gave them a 
back for the burden; and as their day was, ſo he 


made their ſtrength to be; in the mount the Lord 


Pas ſeen, and in the day when they cried unto him 
in trouble, he comforted them, and ſaid to them fear * 


not: Yea. prevented them with his mercy; in the 


15 valley of Achor (trouble) he gave them a door of 


hope, and made them to ſee that the moſt deplorable 


and ſeemingly deſperate eſtate of God's people, is 


capable of comfort, and may in God's due time be 
changed into a proſperous condition. God is a juſt, 


| holy, all-wiſe, all-ſufficient, covenant-keeping, and 


infinitely gracious God to his own remnant, where- 


ever they be; and is never at a loſs to be, and do 


for them : let their caſe be never ſo defperate-like, 


yet they may ſtil] encourage themſelves in the Lord 


their God, Faith in God, prayer unto him, patient 
waiting upon him and keeping his way, are {till the 


beſt, ſafeſt, ſureſt and moſt comfortable courſe, for 


the people of God in all their changes and tentati- 
ons in this troubleſome world; fo that though they 


be as forrowful outwardly, yet they are always re- 


joicing in the Lord, in whom they have peace. 


11. God's government of things here below, is 


often myſterious and dark for the preſent, but al- 
ways juſt, holy, wiſe, and gracious to his own peo- 
ple in the end. Let us not then go about to judge or 


quarrel God in his providences, but rather where 


we cannot comprehend him, let us reverently adore 
him, ſaying Righteous art thou, O Lord, who haſt 


judged thus. For though clouds and darkneſs are 
round about him, yet righteouſneſs and judgment are 
the habitation of his throne, Plal. xcy. 2. And let us 
believe that what we ſee not, and know not now, 
he will make us to ſee and know. hereafter, and in 
the end to ſay, he bath done all things well; Even - 
our break ings, and lofles, and diſappointments, have 
tended to our gain and advantage, Periiſſem niſi pe- 
1i1ſem, Who knows what good the Lord may in the 


iſlug 
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iſſue bring forth out of all cheſe diſmal and break - 
ing providences in favours of our nation? Said Jo- 
ſeph to his brethren, Gen. l. 20. Tou thought evil 
againſt me, but God meant it for good, We are prone 
to miſconſtruct the providences of God, when they 


do not ſait our preſent carnal deſires and expecta- 
tions, and to think and ſap, all theſe things are a- 


gainſt us; when in the mean time, the wiſdom of 


. God may be ordering and diſpoſing them for onr 
greater advantage. We ordinarily look only at pre- 
ſent things, but God looks to the end of things and 


wiſely orders and over rules all events in his own 


time and way, to the beſt ends. Remember the ſto- 
ry of Joſeph, and ſee how God made all the crofs- 


like pfovidences and unjuſt uſages which he met with 


to contribute directly, to his future advancement and 
glory, and to the preſervation of his father's family, 


De operibus Dei ante quintum n non ef} Judican- | 


dum, Ia. xxviii. 29. 
12. When God's judgments are abroad in the 
world, he expects and calls that the inhabitants of 


the earth will learn righteouſneſs, (Iſa. xxvi.'9.) and 
more eſpecially, thoſe who are more nearly and im- 


mediately concerned therein. O that our nation of 


Scotland may conſider and lay to heart, the voice of 


God toward them, by ſuch awful and diſmal frowns 
and rebukes of bis providence againſt them, and their 


undertakings both at home and abroad. Surety his 
controverſy was not only againſt that poor company, 
ſent abroad into the wilderneſs ; but is alſo with our 
people at home, who employed and ſent them, as 


is evident by God's breaking their works, and ſtain- 


ing the pride of their glory, and making them to be 


aſhamed of their vain confidences. Certainly then, 


God calls our nation to conſider their ways, as he 
called them of old, in Hag. i. 7, 9. Thus ſaith the 
Lord, je looked for much, and lo, it came to little, 
| therefore conſider your ways ;. that ſo we may ſee our 
lins and provocations, the grounds of contending: with: 
us, 
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us, be deeply humbled and mourn for them, and re- | 
pent and reform. Think not that theſe poor peo- 
ple. who have fallen abroad in the wilderneſs, and 


in the ſea, were ſioners above all them that ve H 


in Scotland. Alas! Is it not matter of fad*Jamenta- 
tion, that there are ſtill vaſt numbers of all ranks 
yet behind, as bad as they, who in a land of up:; 
righineſs, will {till do wickedly, and will not be- 

hold the majeſty of the Lord; Who ſin with an high 
hand, againſt- all wargings, much light and much 
love; who mock at religion and godlineſs, deſpiſe 


the goſpel, and turn the grace of God into wanton- 


neſs. Say not then, we are better than they, or 


that thoſe men were ſinners above all them that 


dwell in Scotland, for our Lord tells us, Luke xili. 3, 
5. That except ue repent, wwe ſhall all itewiſe pe- 


_ wh, Have our poor country-men abroad, met with 
ſuch things? And do wo think to go altogether un- 
puniſhed. May we'not ſuppoſe that a holy God 


bas ſet them up as beacons and warning pieces to us, 


that we may ſee, what we may juſtly expect, if we 
do not berimes with holy fear, repent and turn and 


learn righteouſneſs. O let us conſider God's an- 


ger againſt them, his ſmiting them with plague upon 


plague, and wherefore was he-wroth with them? 
Was it not becauſe they had ſinned. Learn we then 
inſtruction ſrom their being made ſuch an example. 
Lege hiſtoriam ne fas hiſtoria, ag. 
Who can peruſing this, but be diſmaid. 
_ God's awful judgments ſhould make us afraid. 
Caledonia hath been a very lofing as well as ex- 
penſive;bargain; to moſt perſons that have been con- 


cerned therein, whether at home or abroad. Piey 


that we ſhould be every way loſers. To make ſome 
amends for which loſſes, and 46 give ſome relief and 
eaſe to our complaints, and obsiate our murmurings 


diſcontents, and to let us ſee Mat profit and ad van- 
tage we may reap, even out of We ruins of Cales 

donia, is the main deſign of theſe Memoirs and ob- 

S e e ſeayations ' 
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ſervations "RW Which if they-be duly weigh” . 
ed and conſidered without prejudice, with a. ſingle 


eye and a Chriſtian aim: it is hoped the loſers will 
have cauſe to ſay with David, If is good for them 


that they have been affiited ; out of * diſappoint- 
ments and breakings, there hath ſprung forth much 
advantage, and through metcy, what they have loſt 
is not all loſt; for their worldly lofs hath turned to 


their ſpiritual gain and wiſdom, and by fuch convine- 
ing arguments of the vanity, uncertainty and deceit- 
ful nature of all creature comforts and expectations, 
they have learned more to realize and live upon di- 
vine immutable all- ſufficieney, to ſecure to tbem- 
ſelves better and more abiding riches, and to chuſe 
God's teſtimonies for their heritage for ever, and 
make them the rejoicing of their heart. 


To conelude theſe memoirs and obſervations upon 


the Caledonian affairs, it may perhaps be not impro- 
per nor unuſeful for .the compoſing and regulating 
the unquiet motions and undue: thoughts of our ſpi- 
rits, through the many croſs providences that have 


attended this undertaking, to inen here this tollow- | 


ing relation, 
There was a Hermit who! was 1 ich blaf- 


phemous injections about the wiſdom and juſtice of 


divine providence; An angel in human ſhape ap- 
pears to him, and invites him to travel with him, 
that he might ſee the hidden judgments of God. 


The firſt night they lodged at the houſe of a man 


who kindly entertained them : the angel took away 


2 valuable cup from their hoſt, at their going away 
in the morning; and beſtowed this cup upop a very 


wicked man, with whom they lodged the fecond 


night. The third night, they were molt lovingly 
treated at the houſe of a very godly man, from whom 


when they went in the morning: the angel meeting 
a ſervant of his, threw him o ver a bridge into the 


water, where he was drowned. And in the fourth 


night, being i in like manner moſt courteouſly enter: 


tained 
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tiained at the houſe of a very g 
before the morning, did unacceuntably kilt this godly 


codly-maijvche ing 


man's only child. The companion of the journey be- 


ing wonderfully offended at theſe things, would have 


left his guardian: But the angel then thus addreſſed 
kim; Underſtand now (ſays he) the ſecret judg- 
ments of God; rhe firſt man that entertained- us, did 


inordinately affect that cup, which I took from him, 
it was for the advantage of his inward man that I 


took it away; and J gave it unto the wicked man, 


as the preſent reward of his good works, which is all 
the reward that he is like to have. As for our 
third hoſt, the ſervant which ] flew, had formerly a 


bloody deſign to have killed his maſter ; but now you 


_ ſee, I have ſaved the life of the maſter, and pre- 


vented ſomething of growth unto the eternal puniſh- 
ment of the murderer. As for our fourth hoſt, before 


that child was born unto him, he was a very liberal and 


bountiful perſon, and did abundance of good with 


his eſtate: Bat when he ſaw that he was like to leave 


ſuch an heir; he grew covetous, wherefore the ſoul 


of the infant is tranſlated into paradiſe, but the oeca- 
ſion of fin, is you fee mercifully taken away from the 


parent. Pſalm cxix. 137. Righteous art thou, O Lord, 


and upright are thy judgments. Pſalm exlv. 17. The 


Tord 15 rig hteous in all bis ways, and holy in all his 
works, Deut. xxxi. 4. He is @ rock, bis work is 


Perſect, for ail his ways are judgment, a God of truth 


and without iniquity, juſt and right is he. 
By way of appendix here, we may briefly from 
theſe preceeding accounts, remark ſome manifeſt diſad- 


vantages and inſuperable difficulties, that our ſetitle- 
ment in Darien was expoſed to and attended with. 
I. Our ſettlement in Darien was in the very bo- 


ſom of our Spaniſh enemies, and too near bordering 


upon their plantations round about us on all hands, 


except the North, viz. There was Carthagena, a a 


powerful ſettlement of theirs to the Eaſt ward; there 


was Portobel and Panama to the Weſtward and 
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Sancta. maria to the Southward ; all within fixty _ 
leagues of us, and fome of them at much leſs di- 


tance : From which they could in a few days bring 
conſiderable forces againſt us, and work our ruin, 
and nip our colony in the bud. This was a very 
conſiderable and mauifeſt diſadvantage, that our Co- 
lony was expoſed to, in its firſt ſenling here. We 
fat down beſide ill neighbours, and thoſe: too many 
and roo powerful for us; and the Spaniards declared 
that ſo long as their kingdom had any ability, they 
would never ſuffer a Colony of ſtrangers to ſettle. 
there, ſo gear their doors, to the undermining, of 


their trade: therefore 1 heard it declared by fome 


underſtanding merchants' in America, that-unleſs we 
could be maſters of the ſea upon this coaſt, and keep 


up a power here ſuperior to thar of Spain, we Xenia 7 


never expect to keep that place. 

2. Our fettlement in Darien, was in a very gckly 
and unwholſome climate as is marked above; there - 
fore the Spaniards deſerted it long ago; and could 
our people of a far more northerly latitude than Spain 
is, expect here long to thrive aud proſper? This con- 
ſideration alone, would ſoon have made our people 
Weary of it, as a place ioo hot for ee too Colle 
ly and chargeable to maintain. 


3. Our people both at home and and thoſe fer: | 


abroad to the Colony, were but raw and unſkillul, 
molt of them, in matters relating to the plauting of 
a Colony in the Weſt Indies. Their conſtitution, tem- 


pers, experience and education, did ul fir with this 


undertaking, 

4. The government of this Colony being com- 
mitted to many bands conjuncty and not mainly en- 
truſted io the care and management of one eminent, 
ſkilful and well qualified perſon, as was above noted, 


had alſo its effects, upon the ill ſucceſs and breaking. 


of this deſign. 
5. The place of our Harbour and Fort here, was 


in choſen and fixed pon, it being ſo difficult and 


dan- 
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dangerous getting out of it, for a great part of th 
year: beſides it was near half a mile distant from 5 
good Water. 8 

6. Our nei ghbours at bans” N their 1 
abroad, A of them, looked upon our ſetilement 
and undeftaking, with a jealous and evil eye; and 
the effects of this, proved alſo diſadvantageous, to 
the ſucceſs of our Colony; for how were we able to 
ſtand before ſuch envy? eſpecially when alone, Ha 
left to our own ſingle ſtrength... 

7. This place of our ſettlement ly very remote 
from our native country of Scotland: it was a long 
voyage between them; and then we could expect 
but ſeldom ſupplies of proviſion, but what myſt come 
from Scotland, This was no ſmall diſcouragement to 
our Colony. As our proviſions are none of the beſt 
for tranſportation to the Welt Indies, fo they mult. 
needs be much damnified before they could arrive at 
| Darien; and there was great hazard alfs' of their 
coming too late, as it tones with them of che firſt, 
9 | | 

Nou, if any peſod ſhall chink fir to cenſard ſome 
of theſe forementioned difficulties and impediments, 
in the way of this Colony's thriving here; yer let 
him view and: conſider them all jointly, and chen paſs 
ſentence 3 ; whether our Colony 1 10 Darien could Im. 


N. noceant Cramer, / ngula, ſuncia mast. 
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O ond then, our infant Colony 1 
In Darien, could not long thriving 55 
By ſuch ill neighbours, in a ſpot of earth 
Beſet with griefs, and daily views of death. | 
Remote from friends, the objects of envy 1 
10 many, wha did wiſh we here ge die, 
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Our ſingle ſtrength, but feeble to ſupport us, 
Our ſkill in ſuch affairs, ſmall to direct us. 
Beſides an higher cauſe of our diſtreſſes, 
God's wrath againſt us, for our great treſpaſſes ; 
Then ſtrange not that our new plantation 
Soon died, and came to deſolation. 
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A LETTER vritten by the Reverend Mr. 
Francis BoRLAN D to his PARISHION ERS. 
| LE N | 7&0, 
Bofton, New-England, 19th Nov. 4579. 
N Y dear friends and beloved in our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, you ſhall know that, through the 
tender and ſparing mercies of our good and gracious 
God, I am yet in the land of the living, and reſtor- 
ed to pretty comfortable health, ſince I came from 
Jamaica. I wrote a letter to you, when I was in Ja- 
maica ; and alſo I wrote to you when I was in Ca- 
ledonia. I was fick in both theſe places; but the 
Lord had mercy upon me, and raiſed me up again 
when many did fall around me. Many falvati- 


ons and deliverances have I met with ſinee | parted 


with you; and now having obtained help of God, I 
continue unto this day. 1 failed from Jamaica, Au- 
guſt 10th, and arrived ſafely here September, 19th. 
It was the Lord's great mercy to me, that I was di- 
reed to come this way; for the biggeſt of all our 
fhips called thc Riſing-Sun was caſt away and loſt u- 


pon the coalt of Carolina, and the moſt part of the 


)xople that were on board of her died there. I 
nope 1 have had an intereſt in your prayers. I de- 


| fire that you may ſtill earneſtly ſtrive with God in 
© e 
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prayer for me; that God who hath preſerved ne 
hitherto, may ſtill keep me, and in his own good 


time reſtore me unto you again, in peace and with a 
| blefling ; for I long to ſee you again, that, if it be 


the Lord's will, I may yet ſerve Chriſt in the work 
of the goſpel among you, and there pay my vows a- 
mong you; and that we may magnify the Lord, and 
exalt his name together. I care not now to fail in 
the winter, ſailing being then dangerous, and my 
health being much impaired by the cold. But if the 
Lord ſhall ſee good to fpare me; I édeſign, if the 
Lord will, to ſet forth in my voyage home-ward a- 
bout the ſpring of the year. And may the Lord 
direct and proſper my way unto you, as he hath hi- 
therto performed all things for me. I hope the Preſ- 
bytery are careful to ſupply you with the ordinances 
of the goſpel now in my abſence according to their pro- 
miſe: And 1 hope you will be as careful and eonſcienti- 
ous in waiting upon the ordinances of the goſpel the 
means of your edification and ſalvation. My dear 
friends, mind and know the things of your peace in this 


your day. Make fure your intereſt in Chriſt. As you _ Soy 
bave received Chriſt Jeſusthe Lord, fo walk ye in him. 


Be examplary before one another. Walk in love, 


unity and peace among yourſelves. Study not on ; 


to have a form of godlineſs, but alſo the power there- 
of. Neglect not prayer in your families; and in 


| learning to acquaint yourſelves with God in Chriſt 


Jeſus, know that godlineſs is great gain, and with- 


out holineſs no man can ſee the Lord. I can tell you 


from experience, that godlineſs is profitable in all 
things: that the Lord is good, and his ways are right, 
and he is a buckler to them that walk uprightly, and 
put their truſt in him. He is a prayer hearing God. 
Acquaint yourſelves with the life of faith upon the 
promiſes of God in Chriſt Jeſus, both reſpecting this 
life, and that which is to come, True godlineſs will 


yield you comfort and ſupport under all your crofles 
and wants and afflictions whatſoever, God will not be 


wanting 
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wanting unto you, if ye be not wanting in yo du 
toward him. Nay, my friends, hear him that ß 
now ſpeaking unto you from afar. Oh, ſee that 
all ſin and ungodlineſs be diſcountenanced and ab- 
horred among you. Look like people profeſſing 
godlineſs, and hoping for the life aud immortality 
by Chriſt Jeſus. So commending you all to the rich- 
es of the grace of God in Chriſt Jeſus that is able to 
build you up, and give you an inheritance among 
them that are ſanctified, with my love and beſt wiſh 
es for you all, 1 remain, dear friends; 
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Y our ſouls well-wiſher and ſervant a; the work 
of the goſpel, | | 


FRANCIS BORLAND. 


THE END. 


